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BNP loses but the racists are still on the march 
Anti-fascists across Britain breathed a sigh of relief as 
the election results were announced. The BNP now has 
21 councillors, a gain of only four in an unusual set of 
elections in which all the seats in many urban wards 
were up for election. This made it somewhat easier for 
the BNP to win election than usual. With two notable 
disappointing exceptions, Bradford and Epping Forest, 
the BNP broke no new ground anywhere in the whole 
of Britain. In the London Assembly the BNP vote fell 
below the 5% threshold leaving the party with no seats. 
It also failed to win any seats in the European 
Parliament. The BNP did far worse than it had expected 
or anti-fascists had dared hope. As this month’s front 
cover picture, taken at the European election count in 
Manchester, shows we certainly wiped the smile off of 
BNP leader Nick Griffin’s smug face. Top of the list in 
the North West, he was expecting to become an MEP 
that night. 

However, there can be no room for complacency. We 
may have won this battle but the war against the BNP 
fascists is far from over. The BNP secured 808,200 votes 
in the European elections, a massive increase on 
anything it has achieved before. We can assume that 
some people who did not vote BNP in the European 
elections did so in the London Assembly or council 
elections. That means the total number of people who 
voted nazi is actually well over 800,000. Also, had the 
United Kingdom Independence Party not polled so well, 
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we can be certain that the BNP would have won 
European seats. Clearly, there is a massive amount of 
groundwork to be done now in our communities to 
undermine support for the BNP. 

Anti-fascists will need to pay attention to forces on the 
right that bridge the gap between the extreme right and 
the Conservative right. The far-right Conservative 
Democratic Alliance —- formed after the Tory Party 
dissociated itself from the racist Monday Club — invites 
not only prominent UKIP members to speak at its 
meetings but also outright fascists. This month Jean- 
Michel Girard, the French Front National’s foreign 
affairs director, is speaking at the CDA’s summer dinner. 

The CDA is calling for the Conservative Party to 
deselect Oliver Letwin, the Shadow Home Secretary, 
and has invited not only Conservatives but also other 
opponents of Letwin to join a campaign to oust him 
from his West Dorset constituency. Letwin, who like 
Michael Howard is Jewish, is a key hate figure for the 
CDA. The CDA is also planning a pro Enoch Powell 
rally as a fringe meeting at the Tory Party Conference 
in October. 

The glue that binds all of the far right together, from 
the nazis to the old empire-style racists, is opposition to 
immigration, which they blame for all of Britain’s ills. 
The task over the coming period is for the political 
parties and other democratic organisations to root 
themselves in their communities and through their 
work prove to voters that the racists are wrong. 
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wins 


over hate! 


By Nick Lowies 

™ twas soon after one in the morning of Friday 11 June 
__ when Nick Griffin appeared on television. His face 
looked drawn, his hair even more greased over than 
_. usual and he was not in a happy mood. 

The election had been fixed, he announced to the 
ITV interviewer. “The BNP has been the victim of 
the worst political gerrymandering in British history”, 
he declared. Asked if he felt that he would still win a 
place in the European Parliament he looked doubtful. 
“There's still three days for them [the establishment] 
to rig the vote.” 
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There was nothing gracious in the voice of the British 
National Party leader. There were none of the nice 
smiles we have come to expect from Griffin. No, this was 
the nasty Griffin reverting to form. He sneered at the 
interviewer and blamed everyone but himself. The BNP 
had failed to make its long promised political 
breakthrough and he accused the whole world of 
conspiring against it. 

Griffin's sour mood was in sharp contrast to his party's 
high expectations entering the campaign. We had been 
told to expect a “political earthquake” with the party 











winning up to five MEPs and 60 council seats. 

Even into the final week the BNP was 
forecasting success. Commenting on the BNP’s 
poor showing in the national opinion polls, 

Voice of Freedom editor Martin Wingfield wrote 

on 5 June: 

“Nick Griffin believes the national baseline of 
support for the BNP averages out at around 11%, 
a little less when taking into account Scotland 
and Wales. With pollsters now showing those 
prepared to ‘own-up’ to BNP support at 3 to 4%, 
this means our actual support is around 9 to 12% 
and in line with party predictions.” 

Four days later, on the eve of the election, 
Griffin himself told supporters: “The British 
National Party is on target to take between 
14 and 16% of the Euro vote in our key regions, 
winning a record number of council seats, 
positions on the Greater London Assembly, 
and breaking through with three or four MEPs. 

“We are on target, in short, for a political 
breakthrough!” 

In the end it simply did not happen. 
The BNP failed to make any advance in the 
council elections and if anything slipped back 
in its key areas. It failed to get anyone elected 
to the London Assembly and, more 
significantly, it did not get a single person 
elected to the European Parliament. 

It did secure a worrying 808,200 votes in 
the European election, just under 5% of the 

national poll. But without an MEP to show for 
it, and overshadowed by the phenomenal 
success of the UK Independence Party, there 
was no political earthquake. 

The only two local councils where the BNP 
achieved anything like a breakthrough were 
Bradford, where it took four seats, and 

Epping Forest, where it took three. But these council 
victories only looked good when set against the party’s 
more general failure. The BNP managed to get its three 
councillors in Calderdale reelected but this was way 
short of the ten it was confidently boasting on the BNP 
website in early June. 

In other areas where the BNP already had councillors 
the party either stood still or, more commonly, fell back. 
In Burnley the BNP won one councillor but lost another. 
More significantly, its share of the vote fell from 10,000 
in 2002 to 4,500. In Stoke, a strong BNP vote meant 
nothing as its one election victory was offset by the 
loss of its group leader Barry Cuthbertson. In Kirklees, 
the BNP came out of the elections with just the 
one councillor it had to start with, again, way below 
their expectations. 

In Dudley, Sandwell and Thurrock sitting BNP 
councillors failed to get reelected. In Dudley, the West 
Midlands regional organiser Simon Darby lost his seat, 
as did the Black Country organiser John Salvage in 
neighbouring Sandwell. Nicholas Geri, the BNP 
councillor in Thurrock also saw his vote dramatically 
decline losing him his seat. 

There were several areas where the BNP expected to 
have councillors elected but failed. In the North West 
this included Oldham and Pendle, in Yorkshire and 
The Humber it included Leeds and Wakefield, and in the 
West Midlands it included Walsall. 

The BNP made no headway in Blackburn, an 
authority where it had previously had a councillor and 
across the North East it saw its vote down on last year. 


Conspiratorial nutters 

As a whole, the local election results were a 
disaster for the BNP and it has been quick to cry 
foul. Across the country the fascists are claiming 
that the “establishment” literally cheated their way 
to victory. 

“T honestly believe we are now living in a time where 
the electoral malpractices of the third world ‘many of 
them Marxist inspired’ have been imported into 
our once truly democratic country,” wrote Salvage. 
“The final results were obvious for all to see, as key 
BNP councillors lost their seats and many of those 
who came second and third last year, were suddenly 
reduced to fourth and fifth place. This was ridiculously 
unusual and almost impossible, until you look at the 
massive postal vote scandal ... To say the British 
National Party is the opposition party to the WHOLE 
establishment may sound surreal, but I am afraid that is 
exactly the situation we find ourselves in alongside the 
general public.” 

The party also felt cheated in London. “The BNP will 
seek to prove that the 600 votes we are short for 
gaining a place on the GLA are certainly to be 
discovered amongst the 114,000 spoilt as a result of 
deliberate tampering with the ballot boxes sometime 
between 10pm Thursday, after close of the poll, and 
Friday around noon when counting commenced.” 
Similar claims of malpractice were being made in 
Oldham and Yorkshire. 

The BNP has even put down the rise of the UKIP as 
simply an anti-BNP plot, believing that the threat from 
UKIP was deliberately talked up to channel votes away 
from the BNP. 

“It turns out that that this scam was agreed by the 
three main parties at their secret meeting in Halifax 
earlier this year, convened by the shadowy Joseph 
Rowntree Charitable Trust, at which they plotted 
various arranged schemes to prevent a BNP 
breakthrough at June 10th elections,” the BNP website 
announced on 2 June. 

“Hyping up the UKIP as a viable ‘anti-establishment’ 
political party serving to create a safety valve for voters 
who are genuinely unhappy with the three old gang 
parties’ stance on Europe, Asylum and the Iraq crisis, 
was one of the main tactics discussed at that meeting 
and unanimously agreed. 

“As many despotic regimes around the world know to 
their cost, it isn’t possible to fool all of the people all of 
the time. Now the story about the rising UKIP bubble is 
being announced as nothing but pure fiction.” 

Even until election day the BNP was convinced that 
the threat from the UKIP was simply a mirage created by 
Labour spin doctors and Tory newspaper editors. 
“The Clifford Poll hoax may run for a few more days but 
any editor who takes the Clifford hoax seriously is going 
to end up with egg on their face when results of the real 
polls are known on June 13th and UKIP is consigned to 
the dustbin of British political history.” 

Quite apart from the BNP’s inaccurate reading of the 
political landscape and the nonsense about the 
Rowntree meeting (as one of the event’s organisers 
I can assure readers that the UKIP was not mentioned 
at all) the conspiratorial approach is typical of Griffin 
but politically counter-productive. Any ordinary voter 
would view the ranting of the BNP leadership as 
bizarre and ungracious. Politically too, any serious 
observer would see that the BNP is simply trying to 
deflect attention from the real source of its defeat, 
namely itself. 
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Jean-Marie 
Le Pen and 
Nick Griffin 
surrounded 
by thugs 
during the 
French fascist 
leader's visit 
to Britain to 
launch 
Griffin's 
ill-starred 
election 
campaign 


Loud hailer or 
no, voters did 
not want to 
hear Griffin 
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Outfoxed 

It is quite true that the anti-BNP campaign united 
political opponents, the churches, trade unions and 
local people. This was not some conspiracy organised in 
smoke-filled rooms but the result of a general revulsion 
of the politics of hate. 

In truth, the BNP was outfoxed by anti-BNP 
campaigners particularly in its key target authorities. 
While the BNP ran a lacklustre and fairly incompetent 
campaign, anti-fascists used more sophisticated and 
targeted techniques to defeat the fascists. 

Everyone was surprised with the poor quality of BNP 
literature, especially the appalling European election 
leaflet that was distributed to every household. Its tiny 
typeface made it barely readable. Even in the key target 
areas there was little local literature and where there was 
any, such as in Kirklees, its quality was simply awful. 

More significantly, the BNP appeared to do little actual 
campaigning. There were only a handful of reports of any 
canvassing or door-to-door work. There were none of the 
stunts that have characterised previous election 
campaigns and importantly, in the regions with all postal- 
ballot elections, the BNP appeared to stop campaigning 
after the ballot papers were sent out to voters. 

Much of the fault must lie at Griffin’s door. He failed to 
give a proper lead and made many of the most crucial 
mistakes himself. The party’s decision to launch its Euro 
campaign with Jean-Marie Le Pen, the French fascist 
leader, was a gift to anti-fascists. While his presence 
might have gone down well with party activists, to some 
voters, especially given the violence associated with his 
visit, it simply confirmed that the BNP was still extreme. 

The decision to target Muslim fundamentalism in the 
BNP’s election broadcasts also seems to have backfired. 
In doing so the BNP not only digressed from its 
strongest subject, asylum abuse, but adopted a more 
racist approach by insulting a whole religion. There are 
many voters who might be uneasy about asylum but 
would balk at linking the entire Muslim community with 
terrorism. The more the fascists talked of Muslim 
fundamentalism the more they portrayed themselves as 
the other extreme. 

The second version of the BNP’s election broadcast, 
which claimed that Asian gangsters were drugging, 
gang raping and then pimping out young white girls, 
shown only on Channel 5, was also a tactical mistake. 
The broadcast was so full inaccuracies and clear 
incitement that Channel 5 insisted on serious editing 
before it was shown. The result was that large parts of 
the broadcast were silent or the soundtrack was overlaid 
with wind noises or bleeps. While BNP members saw 
this as the political establishment silencing the truth, 
ordinary viewers saw a political party whose message 
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Being positive an 
This election was characterised by an increasingly 
_ sophisticated anti-fascist campaign. As a result of 


private polling and focus group work conducted over the 
winter by Searchlight, our literature was less 


confrontational, more positive and aimed more directly 
at anti-BNP voters. 

Our research found that women voters were less likely 
to vote BNP but were often put off by aggressive anti- 
BNP literature. It was also clear that people responded 
more favourably to material that talked up the local 
community rather than only highlighting the negative _ 


aspects of the fascists. 

The Hope not Hate campaign tried to encapsulate this 
strategy and we used this slogan like a brand name on as 
much of our material as possible. It was even adopted by + 
Yorkshire and Humber TUC and placed as an advertisement 
on 85 doubledecker buses in West Yorkshire. 

_ Hope not Hate not only carried a positive message but 
presented a contrast with the divisive nature of the BNP. 

Local groups adopted this strategy. A successful 

- Labour councillor told an organiser of Wigan & Leigh 
United Against Racism that its locally produced eve of 
poll leaflet, which was positive about the local area, 
proved decisive. 

This view was echoed by the political parties across 
the north and West Midlands. 

Another central element to the campaign was the 





was so extreme that it could not be broadcast. In fact the 
whole broadcast was based on a fallacy, as police say the 
gang consisted of both white and Asian men. 

Nick Griffin has only himself to blame for his failure in 
the North West European constituency. Another 32,000 
votes would have taken him to European Parliament. 
His first problem was a lack of local election candidates. 
With only 55 BNP candidates, only a slight increase on 
the 2003 figure, the BNP lost considerable media 
coverage and activism. 

More importantly, he took voters for granted. 
During the entire campaign Griffin only spent a 
handful of days campaigning in the region. It is 
quite clear that if he had pounded the town 
centres with the media following dutifully 
behind, he would have found the extra votes. 

None of this takes away the UKIP 
factor. Without the appearance of 
Robert Kilroy-Silk the BNP might have 
ended up with three or four MEPs and 
certainly representation on the 
London Assembly. However, the 
UKIP made little difference to 
the defeat of the BNP in the local 
elections. 
















Heroes 
The BNP is now pointing to its European 
election vote as proof that the party is still 
moving forward. It is undoubtedly true 
that it received a huge and deeply 
worrying vote but what really matters is 
that it failed to get candidates elected. 

The BNP vote has already been over- 

shadowed by the UKIP and, as polls 
clearly indicate, 74% of those who voted BNP 
in these elections will probably switch back to 


_ a 

H more intelligent 
identification of anti-BNP voters. It was clear from 
research that people were prepared to come out to vote 
against the BNP but often needed encouragement to do 
so. Searchlight established a network of telephone banks 
and conducted Voter ID in key target areas. While we did 
not achieve as much as we had hoped, this information 
gave us a list of people we had to bring out to vote. 

In the Town ward in Calderdale, one anti-BNP activist 
contacted 25 identified anti-BNP voters on the final day 
of polling who promised to turn out. Half of them did and 
the BNP missed out on second place by two votes. 

Over 20,000 pieces of individually-addressed 
literature were delivered to identified anti-BNP voters in 
target areas. While we are still awaiting the final 

». figures, it is already clear that the turnout among these 
voters was above the regional average. 

It is clear that some elements of the campaign 
worked better than others. We are in a learning process 
and can only hope to improve our campaigning 
techniques for the next election. But, it is quite clear 
that we managed to increase the anti-BNP vote by our 
targeted campaigning. In many areas this proved 
absolutely crucial in keeping the BNP out of office. 

1 Searchlight will put together a more detailed report 
over the summer on the lessons learnt from the election 
campaign. This will be available to local anti-BNP groups 
and political parties. 





a mainstream party in a general election. 


questions over his position will grow. This, combined 
with the many BNP members who have become 
increasingly uneasy at the continuing compromises he 
makes, his media stunts and his disregard for internal 
democracy, means the BNP is heading for difficult times. 

Anti-fascists cannot ignore the BNP’s European 
election result and must address the problem, but we 
have time to do that and do it seriously. For the BNP 
these elections were a disaster and this is in no small part 
to the small army of local anti-fascist groups, particularly 
in the key target areas that saw off the biggest BNP 
challenge, who enthusiastically and tirelessly espoused 
Searchlight’s strategy of localised campaigning. Much of 
this work went largely unnoticed and most of it was 
unglamorous but it was essential to seeing off the biggest 
fascist challenge in our recent political history. 


The BNP will also never have a better opportunity to 
break into the political mainstream. A European election 
contested under proportional representation, all-out — 
local elections where the BNP only needed to come in — 
the top three, a deeply unpopular govern-ment and | 
asylum dominating the tabloid press for much of the | 
past year all made these elections ideal for the BNP. j 

The BNP is now demoralised and, having raised | 
expectations to such an extent, Griffin’s own position is 
weakened. At present there is no alternative to Griffin but | 
slowly, as serious operators within the BNP begin to | 
realise that its defeat was down to poor leadership, ™» 
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UKIP in Europe 


By Steve Silver 





ile support for the main political parties 
plummeted, and the British National Party 
did worse than it had hoped, there was one 
party that emerged with big gains in the 
European elections last month, the United Kingdom 
Independence Party. The ostensibly single-issue party 
came away with 12 MEPs, securing 2,650,768 votes. 
Its 16.1% vote share was up more than 9% compared to 
the 1999 European election. The UKIP pushed the 
Liberal Democrats, traditionally Britain’s third party, 
into fourth place. In the East Midlands it gained 26.1% of 
the vote, just 0.3% behind the Conservatives. The UKIP 
also came second to the Tories in the South West. 

The UKIP entered the election with a £2m campaign led 
by the publicist Max Clifford. Fronting the slick operation 
was the equally slick TV show host Robert Kilroy-Silk, who 
was joined by the actress Joan Collins. Other celebrities 
that support the UKIP are the former cricketer Geoffrey 
Boycott, the disgraced former Tory minister Jonathan 
Aitken and the astronomer Sir Patrick Moore. 

Kilroy-Silk had courted controversy over an article 
he wrote for the Sunday Express in January that referred 
to how Arabs “murdered more than 3,000 civilians on 
11 September” and then “danced in the streets” to 
celebrate. He also referred to Arabs as “suicide bombers” 
and “limb-amputators”. The former Labour MP quit the 
BBC TV show which he had hosted for 17 years in 
the wake of these remarks but insisted that what he 
said was meant to refer to Arab regimes and that he had 
not intended to smear all Arab people. 


The racist thorn in UKIP’s side 

The UKIP was founded in 1993 and at first found itself 
overshadowed by Sir James Goldsmith’s Referendum 
Party. A year later the UKIP secured only 1.2% of the vote 
in the European elections. However, after Goldsmith died 
the Referendum Party lost momentum and this left the 
field clear for the UKIB which achieved a breakthrough in 
1999 to win three seats with 7% of the vote. 

The UKIP has been beset with internal disputes over 
the years and bitter leadership struggles. Its founder and 
original leader, Dr Alan Sked, a lecturer in history at the 
London School of Economics, had continued battles 
with racists in the organisation. One of Sked’s students 
was Mark Deavin, who was on the national executive of 
the UKIP and had been a researcher for Who are the 
Mindbenders, the antisemitic publication by the BNP 
leader Nick Griffin. Deavin was exposed on The Cook 
Report in 1997 as a BNP member who was planning to 

Kilroy woz ‘ere. infiltrate and destroy the UKIP. 

Kilroy-Silk and Sked expelled Deavin for his disloyalty but found 
the UKIP himself faced with numerous racists within the party 
campaign bus including former members of organisations such as 
roll into town § Dennis Delderfield’s New Britain Party. While some racists 
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were expelled, there were other UKIP members who felt 
that the party could not or would not deal with the 
problem and left in disgust. Mark Lester, a leading Jewish 
member of the UKIP and former Euro-election candidate, 
left in 2001 after the party’s Scottish organiser, Alistair 
McConnachie, wrote letters to the press expressing doubt 
over the extent of the Holocaust. The final straw for Lester 
was the UKIP national executive's decision to commute 
McConnachie’s original five-year expulsion from the party 
to a one-year ban. Around the same time Sked wrote an 
article in The Spectator renewing his earlier claims that the 
UKIP had been taken over by the far right and become 
open to the whims of extremists. 

Among those who have stood for election for 
the UKIP are Andrew Moffat, a former National 
Front supporter with links to David Irving, 
and’ Aiden Rankin, who has links with the 
NF splinter group Third Way and has written 
for Right Now and The Salisbury Review. 


Anti-EU, anti-immigration 

Observers believe that the UKIP has around 
10,000 members but the party itself claims over 
20,000. Its present leader is Roger Knapman, 
who has just been elected as an MEP for the 
South Western region. 

Knapman has rubbed shoulders with some 
very right-wing people. In October 2002 he 
addressed a fringe meeting of the Conservative 
Democratic Alliance at the Tory Party 
conference. The CDA was formed after the 
Conservative Party severed links to the Monday 
Club because of the organisation’s racism. 
Also on the platform was Derek Turner, editor 
of Right Now, who is a former leader of an Irish 
nazi party and was once active with the NF 
in Britain. Another speaker was Adrian Davies, 
chairman of the Freedom Party and the 
barrister who represented the Holocaust denier 
David Irving in his libel action against the 
American academic Deborah Lipstadt in 2000. 

Another UKIP member speaking on the same 
platform at the CDA meeting was Ashley Mote. 
Mote was elected last month to represent the 
UKIP as an MEP for the South East region. He is 
currently facing nine charges of false accounting 
and one of making a false representation over an 
alleged housing benefit fraud. Mote is the author 
of a book called Overcrowded Britain: Our 
Immigration Crisis Exposed. The flavour of the 
book is clear from its synopsis: 

“Political correctness has hijacked our 
freedom to discuss one of the burning issues of 
the day. This text aims to provide a full, open 
and — if necessary — controversial debate on 
immigration. It looks at the facts and faces up 
squarely to many of the consequences of large- 
scale immigration and the urgent decisions 
Britain needs to make ... 

“Nine out of ten immigrants reaching the UK 
today end up staying here. In social terms, 
immigration is now causing serious upheaval 
that can only get worse...” 

Mote believes that immigration would be 
stemmed if Britain withdrew from the European 
Union and therefore controlled its own borders. 
The UKIP itself also has an immigration policy, 
the basic premise of which is that “immigration 
is out of control” and “Britain is full”. Quite how 





the UKIP decides that Britain is full is never explained: 
it as if there is an optimum number (our present figure) 
that a country can take and now we have reached that 
figure. “We are bursting at the seams, with our roads and 
railways seizing up, our town centres near gridlock’, 
claims the UKIP website, as if immigrants are to blame 
rather than decades of poor investment in transport 
infrastructure. Perhaps the UKIP believes there are better 
transport facilities in areas of low immigration! Of course 
the truth is that rural Britain, which has fewer ethnic 
minority residents, has appalling transport problems and 
indeed often no public transport whatsoever. 

The UKIP is often perceived as a single-issue 
party that merely stands for withdrawal from the EU. No 
doubt it received most of its votes on that basis. 
However, it does have other policies and these 
are policies most definitely associated with the right. 
The UKIP says that it stands for “five freedoms”. These are 
freedom from the European Union, crime, overcrowding, 
bureaucratic politicians and political correctness: all 
good old-fashioned right-wing issues. 


UKIP helped stuff the BNP 

While the UKIP has had racists within it, the party 
publicly declares itself opposed to racism and has made 
moves to rid itself of these elements throughout its 
existence. Just last month David Abbott, a UKIP 
candidate for the South East, was suspended after it was 
discovered that he had attended a dinner organised by 
the BNP’s fund-raising Trafalgar Club and had gone to 
an American Renaissance event in the United States 
alongside Griffin. The UKIP only found out about 
Abbott's activities after he was declared a candidate so it 
was too late to withdraw him. Abbott was number 7 on 
the list, which made his election very unlikely. However, 
the UKIP made him sign a declaration that he would not 
take up his seat should he win one. 

In February the UKIP claimed that BNP members had 
tried to infiltrate a UKIP branch. John Brayshaw, then 
treasurer of the BNP, had joined the UKIP's Vale of York 
branch last year but was expelled when his BNP position 
was discovered. Also expelled was Andrew Edwards, a 
former chairman of the UKIP’s Bath branch, who it 
claimed was passing information to the BNP. 

The UKIP represented a more respectable repository 
for a populist right-wing vote than the fascist BNP in the 
June elections. In fact the BNP, whose entire ideology is 
based on conspiracy theory, believes that the UKIP was 
talked up specifically to prevent the BNP gaining ground 
(see article on page 4). 

The UKIP was born not out of the fascist right but out 
of an earlier campaign against the Maastricht Treaty. 
The failure of any significant anti-EU campaign other 
than ones organised by the right has left the field open 
for the UKIP to attract people from other parts of the 
political spectrum. 

While the UKIP harbours some old-fashioned right- 
wing Tories who found the Conservative Party was no 
longer their political home, and also some former 
members of extreme-right parties, that is only part of 
the story. There are former members of mainstream 
parties including Labour in its ranks, Kilroy-Silk being 
the most prominent case in point. The political make- 
up of UKIP branches varies from area to area as well. 

The instinctive reaction of most Searchlight readers to 
the UKIP is to dismiss them as a bunch of flag waving 
xenophobes. That may be right. What we cannot dismiss 
is the fact that if it had not been for the UKIP there 
would almost certainly be BNP MEPs right now. 


Searchlight July 2004 9 








Across Britain communities organised against the BNP. The material on the next seven 
pages consists of reports from many areas and shows how widespread the activities were. 













Bradford 
breakthrough 
for the BNP 


Paul Meszaros, Bradford TUC 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY’S breakthrough in 
Bradford where it has won four seats is a disaster for the 
district and for community relations in the city. However 
it is not a surprise. Levels of division and racism in the 
area are at an all time high. In every ward where the BNP 
stood, the population is over 90% white, which is 
indicative of the continuing massive racial segregation. 
This is not London, this is not a multicultural society. 

In Keighley, where Angela Clarke won easily for the 
BNP, we have also had to deal with widespread 
allegations of Asian paedophile gangs preying on young 
white girls. The BNP used this issue and launched a 
campaign called Mothers Against Paedophiles. 
Unfortunately when local anti-fascists tried to expose 
this as a BNP front the local Labour Party used its 
influence with the Keighley News to kill the story. 
The Labour Party in Keighley refused to recognise the 
threat posed by the BNP until it was too late. 

In Worth Valley the BNP squeezed into third place by 
seven votes — ensuring its candidate's election in this 
three-vacancy ward - despite local Conservatives 
working with us against the fascists. The BNP victories in 
Wyke and Wibsey are harder to wear although again, with 
some very noble exceptions, not all people in Bradford 
South Labour Party understood the threat we faced. 

On a more positive note we worked with the main 
parties to positive effect in the BNP’s target wards. 
In Queensbury the Tories defeated the local BNP 
leader Paul Cromie and his wife and Labour beat 
the BNP in Royds. These were both areas to 
which we were able to commit serious 
resources. 

An absolutely key success in the 

campaign was that the BNP only fielded 10 

candidates when it was expecting over 20. 

This was due to a number of factors, 

= = but intelligence reports suggest 

= NOD) that the Searchlight tabloid was 
p effective in warning off some 
prospective candidates. 

It is now clear that the problems with 
racism and divisions in Bradford cannot be 
wished away by burbling inanely about 
%» cohesion and diversity. There are deep and 


ys 
_L——— 
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ingrained problems in an area where so many people 
voted nazi. Not enough people understood the message 
about what the BNP really represents. 

There are real high points to the campaign as well as 
lessons but these are overshadowed by the BNP’s 
success. We must redouble our efforts to expose them in 


the coming months. 
Newslotter of Bradford Tuc. i | 


Our day of action was a 
February 200 


massive success but would 
have benefited from more 
SPECIAL 
THE NE EDITION FOR 


support from trade unions’ 
W ROYDS WARD 











regional offices. Not all the 
left and trade union move- 
ment in Bradford pulled 
behind our campaign and 
towards the end we were 
badly stretched. In the 
coming period it is vital 
that we are responsible and 
do not hand the BNP more 
victories by provoking 
disorder. Bradford never 
really recovered from the 
riots of summer 2001 anda 
repeat of that would spell 
catastrophe. 


















The battle for the Home Counties ° 


THE THREE NEW BNP COUNCILLORS in Epping Forest District 
would appear to vindicate Nick Griffin’s declaration over a year 
ago that his party’s way forward in the south lay in the Thames 
“white flight” corridor and the Home Counties. 

The BNP’s victories in Loughton were the result of the party 
concentrating its forces in a small area with an ageing council 
housing estate and a history of far-right activity and~ 
collaboration between right-wing Tories and nazis. An anti- 
Muslim hoax leaflet distributed in the area before the election 
added to local tensions. Distribution of the Searchlight — 
newspaper to every home in the three wards did not deter + 
enough voters from supporting the fascists. 

The BNP threw in its secret weapon in the form of Eddy 
Butler, a vicious but bright fascist who lives close to the 
Richardsons, the husband and wife team who won two seats. 
Patricia Richardson is the BNP’s much publicised Jewish-born., 
collaborator. Butler has been acting as the BNP’s election 
bueclialarss evgiimcie cial) erent acy eek llugtercye <e)(-1\Y, ¢ct-yefelatciie) (-3 
Lele eee feria bile Vreeldicy (fa eigepieleluiaat=: lgiel Ulaltlacere.e 
He had left the party after being exposed in the first World in — 
Action programme about the nazi terror group Combat 18, 
and joined the breakaway Bloomsbury Forum with the former 
BNP press officer Michael Newland. He then slipped quietly 
back into the BNP in his new secret role. 

In the final weeks of the campaign Griffin abandoned Nick 
Geri, the BNP’s Anglo-Italian Thurrock councillor, and directed~ 
all efforts into Loughton. Not surprisingly Geri lost the seat he | 
had won in a by-election last September. 





’ BNP councillor. We have distributed | 


} newsletter, a Broxbourne edition of | 


® campaign. We have a website, mobile 


c 





BAR rises to the challenge 


By Maz Cook, Broxbourne Against Racism 


LAST YEAR THE BNP stunned everyone by taking a 
Conservative-held council seat in affluent Broxbourne with 
48% of the vote. This year they were out to build on this 
result but now they were faced with organised opposition in 
the form of Broxbourne Against Racism. 

In the end the BNP failed to win | 
either of the seats they contested 
and this was in no small part due to — 
a year-long locally-based campaign 
organised by BAR. 

We received excellent local press — 
coverage, including stories on the | 
ineffectiveness and inaction of the 


three issues of the Cheshunt Citizen 4 


the Searchlight tabloid, and various 4 
other leaflets. 
We also developed several ways of | 
communicating with our supporters | 
and this proved invaluable to our 


phone and landline dedicated to BAR. 9. iohmecoul ete BNP 
Through these, new supporters were | [emma 





canvassed door to door, which neither the 
Conservative nor Labour party did. 

In Cheshunt North, the BNP’s main target, the turnout 
increased hugely, from 1,463 to 2,028. The main 
beneficiary was the Conservative Party, whose share of the 
vote rose by 4.49% while the BNP’s share decreased. 

The Cheshunt Central result looked worrying at first 
glance, with the BNP coming 
second. Turnout was up by 
609 votes and almost half of 
these went to the Conservatives. 
In terms of vote share, the Labour vote 
decreased by about the same amount 
as the BNP vote increased. However, 
although the BNP came second, the 
Conservatives had a massive majority, 
finishing ahead of the BNP by 30%. 

BAR would like to see local political 
parties make more effort to campaign 
on genuine issues at election time. 
Some people will vote for the BNP just 
because they are the only people that 
bothered to knock on their door and 
talk to them. BAR will work against 
racism and against the racist BNP 
but we will also work as closely as 
possible with local parties and 


ie : : A i : : 
getting in touch right up until the © Tofind out more about Broxbosrne aaeze community groups to ensure there is 


elections ... even on the day itself. 

The BNP’s electioneering frenzy in — 
Cheshunt involved the distribution of leaflets claiming 
hundreds of thousands of homes were being built around 
Cheshunt for asylum seekers. This was an outright lie — one 
for which we have reported Ramon Johns (election agent for 
lan Seeby) to the Electoral Standards Board. They also 


A fourth BNP candidate in Epping Forest failed to get 


+ elected. Voters may have remembered that he was booted 


out of the police service before the Lawrence Enquiry for his 


+racist views. In Broxbourne anti-fascists mounted a huge 


mer-laslerclisnurclare mola clalcctomitatcwisI\LemaWVilalallarmes]acoldatsi gece] ulate |(olg 


although its candidates took 30.7% and 20% of the vote in 
the two Cheshunt wards. 

The other town where the BNP expected success was 
Basildon but again local anti-fascists were able to get the 


| Searchlight newspaper and other material into the six wards 


where the BNP was standing. A last-minute open letter to 
5,000 homes in the ward being contested by Sid Chaney, 
peleyialtlary coluie. alts Corelaiatcieud(elatcy Vida) a erc(cvelele)ali(ccom a uatcle(cy cc) 


- serious dent in the BNP’s efforts. But there is no escaping the 





* fact that he still took over 500 votes. 


In the southeast region the BNP fared _ poorly. 
The Searchlight newspaper was widely distributed in Kent, 
and in Bedfordshire and Sussex the trade unions and 


- community-based groups, including Conservatives, held the 
| BNP back. In Aldershot, Hampshire, the thuggish Warren 
Glass, recently arrived from west London, got hammered. Last 
_ minute strategic interventions by the trade unions swept away 
- the BNP’s chances in many areas. 


If there were fall-outs within the BNP before the election, 


j there will undoubtedly be real recriminations now it is over. Many 
_ activists, and especially John Tyndall, Griffin's predecessor and 


rival, see the recruitment of a Jewish candidate as the final 
Harsielie ite) c:)||iuatsy'2 pfel(e| (e(-ro1¢ (ci (creid(ele \Vieivejay (elejai]iqg jt lalel (aioe 
The BNP polled 65,557 votes (4.3%) in the Eastern European 


constituency and 64,877 (2.9%) in the South East. 





no political vacuum for the BNP to fill. 

This has been a wonderful result for 
Broxbourne, and for BAR. We are confident the BNP will never 
win another seat here, and that when Ramon Johns’s term is 
up in three years Cheshunt will expel its extremist councillor 
once and for all. We have a huge army of local activists and the 
will to use them. The BNP are on their way out in Broxbourne! 


BNP councillor all alone 


in Kirklees 
By Terry McKay, Kirklees Unity 


The BNP had threatened an unprecedented breakthrough 
into local politics in Kirklees with what it claimed would be at 
least six councillors from its 16 candidates. As it turned out 
they barely managed a dent in the armour and were last seen 
exiting the count at Dewsbury sports hall whimpering into 
their tattered rosettes. The BNP began and ended the election 
with one councillor, hardly the stuff of a major breakthrough. 

We at Kirklees Unity have worked closely with 
Searchlight from the very outset of our campaign back in 
January. We shared the belief and understanding that 
localised campaigning and increasingly focussed work had 
a more positive effect than distributing nationally 
produced literature, much of which would have little 
resonance on the streets and housing estates of northern 
towns such as Dewsbury and Huddersfield. 

Over a period of six months we produced a series of local 
news sheets addressing local issues and also highlighting 
the threat of the BNP. The three key battlegrounds, 
Mirfield, Dewsbury East and Dewsbury South, each 
received five different editions aimed at target polling 
areas where the BNP had done well in 2003. Many of these 
were tailored editions, sometimes produced for just a 
handful of streets. In addition there were separate ward 
level news sheets for a further six areas, each of which had 


continued over p> 
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Another a much more positive and less threatening feel than our 
amateur: literature in previous years. 

BNP district Our material focussed almost exclusively on addressing 
organiser local concerns, always contained at least one positive article 
Nick Cass and time and again exposed the pitiful record of BNP 


councillors. Because of the flexibility afforded by producing 
such localised material we were able to adjust the content 


Speak no and tone of the leaflets to reflect the nature of the targeted 
evil. David area. What works on a working class estate in Batley would 
Exley was have less impact in a rural village such as Kirkburton. 
relected to We were also able to distribute thousands of copies of the 
the council in Kirklees edition of the Searchlight newspaper. Feedback 
Heckmond- from voters suggests that this was the single most 
wyke despite important piece of literature that we put out. 

being The BNP’s campaign lacked any serious momentum and 
renowned for was centred around its district organiser, Nicholas Cass. 
saying With just a handful of dedicated activists the BNP found 
nothing at itself over-stretched and unable to extend its appeal 
council beyond key areas. 

meetings Another issue that voters communicated to us was the 


being pushed into fifth place. 





Northeast is a fascist-free zone 
By Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist Association 


EVEN WITH A STRONG anti-fascist campaign and a decidedly 
lacklustre fascist one, until the morning of Friday 11 June no one 
dared hope that the all-out elections this year would prove such 
a wash-out for the British National Party in the North East. 

We saw only a modest increase in the number of candidates, 
from 54 last year to 57. Admittedly this was in a smaller number 
of local authorities, but it fell far short of their target of 125. 
The departure of last year’s Sunderland organiser, John Martin, 
seemed likely to inflict damage. Apart from the bad publicity 
resulting from his departure, Martin’s energy had compensated 
for a dearth of activists and funds. 

Last year, Sunderland BNP gained national and international 
attention for its full slate of candidates. In comparison, this year’s 
campaign was distinctly low key (fewer leaflets, virtually no door- 
knocking), perhaps because the fascists did not want a high 
profile repeat of last year’s failure to win a seat. Anti-fascist 
campaigners waited for a killer propaganda story or final burst of 
activity from them. It never came. 

Still, there were reasons enough to be nervous about 
Sunderland. The BNP stood a full slate again, although a quarter 
of the candidates came from just two families, those of the new 
Sunderland organiser Joe Dobbie and its secretary lan Leadbitter, 
indicating difficulties in attracting new blood. In each of the wards 
most at risk — Castle, Redhill and Southwick — the BNP 
candidates were up against just three Labour candidates and two 
Conservatives. And the 14,000 votes they managed in the city 
last year should have provided a good springboard. 

The anti-BNP campaign had been growing since autumn, building 
coalitions around the region under the joint banner of North East 
Unites Against the BNP Trade unions, the Anti Nazi League and Tyne 
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appalling quality of the BNP literature. Cass clumsily 
churned out a succession of amateurish and barely 
literate leaflets which lacked any real appeal. 
Despite the BNP’s failure to gain any seats in 
Kirklees, its vote rose in line with turnout in most 
places, the exception being Cass’s own ward of 
Dewsbury South. He fared badly compared with 
2003 and was faced with the embarrassment of 


photo: 
Far from the major breakthrough that it had Ross Parry 

publicly predicted, the BNP in Kirklees has failed Agency Ltd 

miserably to add to its solitary councillor. 


and Wear Anti-Fascist Action (TWAFA) were well represented and we 
were successful in drawing in support and invaluable local 
knowledge from faith groups and community workers. 

Nearly 90,000 Searchlight papers in three different editions 
were delivered throughout the region, as were thousands of 
copies of an imaginative regional leaflet aimed at a younger, 
less overtly political audience. TWAFA produced “emergency 
response” leaflets locally to respond to particular concerns, 
such as in Hendon, Sunderland, when the BNP tried to exploit 
the murder of a white teenager, claiming, with no evidence, 
that it was racially motivated. 

A self-assured BNP arrived at the Sunderland count (the only 
one held on Thursday night), pausing briefly for Leadbitter to get 
himself arrested for punching a protester in full view of the 
police. The veteran Hendon candidate David Guynan felt 
confident enough to offer a victory sign to the media. As the 
night wore on and the extent of their failure, in the city once 
described as the jewel in their crown, became clear, their mood 
deflated rapidly. To the delight of anti-fascist campaigners and 
members of the other parties, not only had the BNP come 
nowhere near to winning a seat, its share of the vote had 
actually fallen almost everywhere. Guynan’s victory signs were 
replaced with ruder gestures and cries of, “It’s a fiddle!” 

The following morning, the BNP regional organiser Kevin Scott 
reconciled himself to seeing the pattern repeated across the 
region, his pathetic remaining hope being that the BNP would 
outstrip Respect in the European poll. 

The BNP in the North East had set their sights on this year’s 
elections for over two years, confident of a breakthrough, and it 
was all in vain. TWAFA's assertion that the BNP will get nowhere 
in the North East until they ditch Scott is looking increasingly 
accurate. Long may he continue to run the BNP in our proudly 
BNP-free region! 
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BNP beaten in Black Country 


By Sandwell UAF 


ONE OF THE MOST satisfying elements of election 
night was the defeat of the BNP in the Black Country, an 
area where it was expected to do well, especially given 
the local backlash over the three local young men 
recently released from US custody in Cuba. 

In Dudley, the party’s West Midlands organiser Simon 
Darby lost his seat while in neighbouring Sandwell, its 
local organiser John Salvage lost his. Overall, the BNP 
now only has one, councillor (down from three), which 
is well below expectations given the all-out elections. 
It also failed to make a breakthrough in Walsall, another 
key target authority. 

Sandwell Labour councillor Gurinder Singh Josan is 
in no doubt that last year’s success shook up the local 
Labour Party. 

“The anti-BNP campaign was successful in that it 
united people and enabled us to coordinate our work,” 
he told Searchlight. 

“The Labour party took the threat of the BNP seriously 
after their initial election and were open to help and 
advice from others. The campaign in these areas was 
begun very soon after the last election. This involved a lot 
of material going out over the year and also involved a 
change of approach of Labour councillors. The U-turn 
over Tipton Baths by the Labour group was a major factor 
in Tipton and shows the way in which the Labour party 
acknowledged the threat and took appropriate action.” 

An important factor was the failure of the existing two 
BNP councillors to deliver anything substantial over the 
year. This was highlighted in the Black Country edition 
of the Searchlight newspaper and local Labour leaflets. 

A more targeted approached is acknowledged by Paul 
Quigley of the local United Against Fascism group. “On the 
face of it, there doesn’t seem to be too much evidence of 
the number of people voting BNP diminishing. It seems 
that it’s just that we (or rather the voters) got more canny 
in defeating them through tactical voting. All of the work 
we have done in getting anti-BNP material out, plus their 
own gaffs and ineptitude, just fuel this process. 

“A case in point is Great Bridge ward, where the BNP 
actually increased their vote. The best BNP candidate 
polled 880 votes from an electorate of 8,302 (10.6%), 
compared to the previously ‘successful’ David Watkins's 
772 from 9,472 (8.2%) in 2003. However, the third Labour 
candidate in 2004 defeated the BNP by polling 11.8% 
(by the same measure) compared to only 7.1% in 2003.” 

However, there is still much work to be done, 
especially in Princes End ward, where the BNP topped 
the poll and the local Labour Party still does not seem to 
have been able to raise its performance accordingly. 

Paul Quigley likens the results to the great escape. 
“They came top in one ward and second in six others 
across Dudley and Sandwell. There is certainly no room 
for complacency.” 

Gurinder Singh believes more underlying changes will 
help. “The demographics of the area is changing 
dramatically. In Tipton Green and Great Bridge particularly, 
there is a lot of new high quality housing. These houses are 
relatively very expensive and are being bought primarily by 
affluent and well educated Punjabi/Sikh people who 
include a lot of young professionals. These people would 
not only not vote for the BNP but will try to ensure the BNP 
is not successful in order to protect their investment!” 





Searchlight shines in Wales 
By Steve Silver 


ANTI-FASCISTS MOUNTED a magnificent campaign against the 
British National Party in Wales, particularly in the three North 
MEMES WeTrers Wialeics iagte ferergal, iifci(elsve) [overs)| (efeluiaie|| (er-lglel(ete|ecic 
The BNP had been hoping to make political capital out of recent 
disturbances in the Wrexham area. In the end it came last in the 
ballot in all three areas. 

Wales Friends of Searchlight organised the distribution of 
25,000 copies of a special Welsh edition of the Searchlight 
tabloid newspaper. The cross-party organisation ensured that 
every household in all three wards received a copy. 

Hats) rclet\7104, arsle| c-) gatcloi\(cs | laglere(oie clalelse)colgalo)ccve| (elers|| (f-\ec0l01g 
movement activist Roy Jones to write the following in his Wales diary 
column in the Morning Star. The article was headed “Searchlight 
election special just the ticket in north Wales”. 

“Perversely, it was because of the British National Party's 
intervention that politics came alive last Monday in the streets of 
Towyn ward of the Conwy County Borough Council, north Wales ... 

*,..| went on to Towyn which has a BNP candidate and where 
voters are being beguiled by the party’s nazi European candidates. 

“There | distributed the Welsh edition of the free anti-fascist 
Searchlight European election special — what a tremendous 
service to the anti-racist cause this edition has proved. 

“Over the last eight years, the ward’s Labour Party councillor 
Mike Butler has had to walk the streets leafleting, a lot of the 
time unaccompanied. Despite the involvement of a BNP 
candidate, it looked as though he was going to be doing the same 
again this time round. 

“| met Mike along the way and we swapped some friendly words. 
Then, on Tuesday morning, he rang to say that after | had gone the 
streets came alive with other people putting out Searchlight. 

“1 haven't seen anything like it since Wapping,’ he said. 

“It was like old-time street politics, as the electors responded 
well to the people with Searchlight. Please thank the paper and 
the organisers.’ 

“One outcome of these events was to leave a bewildered BNP 
candidate, who complained that those taking part were not being 
‘fair’ to him and that he wasn’t a nazi. | would suggest that even 
he will have learned something from Searchlight about fascism.” 

Wales Friends of Searchlight is continuing to organise against the 
BNP and say that the fact that the BNP has once again failed in 
Wales will not lead to any complacency on their part. They will be 
stepping up their monitoring work over the coming months to ensure 
that their tiny number of activists continue to make no progress. 





BNP loser, 
Sandwell 
organiser 
John Salvage 
lost his seat 
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BNP retreat in Burnley 


By Jason Hunter 


Intensive localised campaigning has put the BNP firmly on 
the back foot in Burnley. Compared to the fascists’ success 
in May 2003, when they secured seven councillors in a 
fanfare of national publicity, they are a shadow of their 
former selves. They could only find candidates for eight 
wards and saw their vote collapse to 4,500 in the local 
elections and 5,300 in the European elections on a high 
50% local turnout. In 2002 they polled 10,000 votes and 
in 2003, 8,500. 

It is true that the BNP escaped total humiliation by 
scraping a narrow victory in one ward. Here, anti-fascist 
voters were unclear whether a Liberal Democrat or a Labour 
vote was the most effective way of defeating them. The BNP 
came through the middle, but with 29% of the vote. 

However, they were heavily defeated in wards they won 
last year. In Cliviger with Worsthorne, where they were 
defending the seat, they lost to the Conservatives by 350 
votes. Generally, mainstream parties fielding more 
candidates benefited the campaign, giving voters a wider 
choice of opposition. 

The success, however, did not fall from the sky. Nor can 
it be linked to the UKIP which did not stand in the local poll 
and got only 3,000 votes for Europe. It was the result of two 
months of hard slog by local anti-BNP campaigners. 
This was built upon during the election period by the 
distribution of the two editions of the Searchlight 
newspapers, copies of the Burnley & Padiham Gazettes and 
direct mail to known anti-BNP voters. In total, over 40,000 
pieces of high quality, readable anti-fascist material were 
distributed in a town of 37,000 households. 

This contrasts with the BNP leaflets, which were poor in 
quality, covered in text, and virtually all distributed well 
before the election campaign began. 

The Labour Party in particular increased its attacks on the 
BNP in its own literature. Partly in consequence, the Labour 
vote held up reasonably well compared to the national 
position and in nearby Pendle and Rossendale. 

The anti-fascist material highlighted the general 
ineffectiveness of the BNP over the past year. The main 
themes included the BNP’s failure to make any proposals 
on the council or to advance any of its election pledges, and 
its internal divisions locally and in relation to the national 
BNP leadership. 

The campaign also focused on how the BNP continually 
runs down Burnley despite definite progress by local 
councillors, trade unionists and community campaigners in 
improving the town while the BNP has done nothing. 
Its opposition to £150 million of funding for new schools 
because of the political dogma is a particular example. 

The resignation of Luke Smith, after a violent attack on a 
BNP. activist, and the defection from the BNP of Cllr 
Maureen Stowe were incorporated into the campaign. At all 
anti-fascist and other political meetings, these themes were 
stressed as a guide to local election campaigners. Linking 
them to the BNP’s sinister national organisation helped 
bring the message home. 

However, this success needs to be seen as a spur for 
further activity. Strategic blunders and incompetence by the 
BNP cannot be taken for granted. The incredibly lacklustre 
campaign of the BNP must reflect the disillusionment of its 
members. Yet national political developments could move 





BNP fail 
fronts Ir 


By Gerry Gable 


“The BNP ain’t going to win anything in London 
are we?” No this is not a pronouncement by some 
anti-fascist activist, this analytical gem came from 
Jason Douglas, the BNP’s top candidate on the 
London-wide list for the London Assembly, and how 
right he was. Maybe he knew that London's voters 
were not likely to place their crosses against the 
names of people like himself preaching law and 
order with two convictions for football hooliganism 
behind him. 

Criminal violence and association with nazi terror 
gangs was never far away from the BNP’s London 
candidates’ lists. Alan Bailey from Havering, doubling 
up on the party’s European and London Assembly 
lists, had very recently pleaded guilty to an assault 
charge. Barry Roberts, a long-time associate of nazis 
in the extremist British Movement and the terror 
group Combat 18, was being portrayed as merely a 
self-employed craftsman and father of two. 

Who would trust Richard Barnbrook, aka Brook, 
who has been so devious that even within the BNP he 
used two names to protect himself from public anger 
by conceal his teaching connections and a job with a 





om Rhodesia to South 
to London. Arthur Kemp 
works with the BNP for an 
apartheid Britain 


in their favour and give them a second wind. So the fight 
must go on until they are firmly uprooted from the town. 
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son all 
} London 


respectable charity. And why could the BNP not own up 
to the fact that Lawrence Rustem, ninth on both London 
lists, is Turkish? 

Carlos Cortiglia, the Uruguayan broadcaster and 
translator who appeared in tenth position on the 
London Assembly list, must present security concerns 
for those who he claims employ him at the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office. Is he a Walter Mitty, telling 
audiences of Argentinians that he volunteered to fight 
for the junta against the UK in the Falklands war, or 
some kind of oddball who allows his computer to be 
used for kinky offers? 

No explanation was ever given for why Ian Edwards 
was dropped from the London Assembly list at the last 
moment. Edwards is the man who was supposed to have 
received the products of thefts by the computer expert 
Paul Carman from the headquarters of the Greater 
London Authority. Was this the reason or was Nick 


BBC radio, the former barman turned postman 
made himself and his party a laughing stock even 
among their own supporters by linking traffic 
congestion, which he said was his priority issue, with 
the presence of “400,000 illegal asylum seekers” in 
London. The incredulous reporter asked him whether 
he was saying that these asylum seekers were all 
driving cars and if they went the problem would be 
solved, to which the cerebrally challenged Leppert 
replied “yes”. 

Chris Roberts, the lead candidate on the Europe 
list, clearly decided early on that he had no chance 
and took his family off to the USA for a holiday while the 
London campaign collapsed. After all, what has he got to 
do with London when he lives in the east of Essex? 

The BNP struggled to put out its lacklustre election 
material while anti-fascists distributed over 130,000 
Searchlight election newspapers. Unison and other major 
trade unions took the fight into potential BNP hot spots. 

The papers appeared at work places, faith and 
community centres, supermarkets, colleges, under- 
ground and railway stations and door to door. A theft 
by a BNP activist in Bexley of a couple of dozen papers 
was made up for by the sight of fewer than a dozen of 
them running away in Eltham from the superior forces 
of anti-fascism black and white. 

The BNP clearly knew it would get no change out of 
Londoners and, as we predicted, targeted white flight 
areas in the Home Counties. 












Griffin, the BNP leader, upset at Edwards's invitation to 
John Tyndall, the former BNP leader, to address the 
BNP’s failed May Day rally in West London. 

The prize for biggest jerk must go to Julian Leppert, 
the BNP’s candidate for London mayor. Interviewed on 


@ The BNP received 76,152 votes (4.00%; 1999=1.57%) in the European 
election in London, 90,365 (4.71%; 2000=2.73%) in the London 
Assembly election (London-wide list) and 58,405 (3.04%; 2000=1.92%) 
first choice and 70,736 (3.68%; 2000=2.59%) second choice votes in the 
mayoral election. 


The South African who produced a murderers’ hit list 


A SINISTER LONG-TIME servant of the former 
‘apartheid state in South Africa has found a 
“fellow believer in the BNP leader Nick Griffin, 

whose own pronounced views on racial 

separation show that he would like to see 
the same sort of apartheid system in Britain. 

Arthur Kemp spoke at a recent campaign 
rally in London alongside Griffin. A fellow 

Fereyarieligc] cela cole i i(ciecyrclalemakelatvlgciecu (aiatatcd 

old South Africa, he has written articles for 

the BNP magazine Identity and was brought 
-in as a last minute helper as the BNP’s 

London election campaign _ spiralled 

downwards out of control. 

Kemp’s record speaks for itself. During 

m the 1980s he served as a sergeant in the 
feared South African Security Police, 
responsible for some of South Africa’s worst 
human rights abuses. Even as a student he 
served the apartheid state as an activist 

Wilt) eat) miV[olelcie-ixc) oiaule(-igis \V(e\cvan(calee 

a front for P W Botha’s secret service. 

From 1989 to 1992 he worked for Die 

Patriot, the newspaper of the extremist 

South African Conservative Party, which 

rejected any reform of apartheid. Many of 

the party’s members were later involved in 
acts of terrorism against Nelson Mandela’s 


new government. Kemp himself called for 
WuatcmnY(el(cialame)’(cladalco)ce)maalcmel(<laaelesgli(erli\yg 
elected ANC. 

Early in 1993 Kemp compiled what was 
later described as a “hit list” containing the 
home addresses of several ANC politicians. 
He supplied the list to two of his racist 
colleagues, Clive and Gaye Derby-Lewis. 

In April 1993 Chris Hani, one of Nelson 
Mandela’s closest ANC colleagues, regarded 
by many as a future South African president, 
was shot dead outside his home. Police 
quickly arrested the gunman, Polish born 
Janusz Walus, and discovered Kemp’s hit list 
at his flat. 

Kemp and several of his far-right 
associates, including Clive and Gaye Derby- 
Lewis, were also arrested for Hani’s 
murder. Walus and Clive Derby-Lewis are 
still serving life sentences. 

Kemp’s old state connections were 
PUplelersjaie ke) ar-\ (=) e)gejccreitcve) aligae 

Before and after the Hani assassination, 
LCcuatle) (@elalaiare(sye| ime) albii(e| | \i(cie) e)e eve)ale-(eia 
with some of the world’s most dangerous 
racists and nazis, including BNP members. 
He came to England in 1996 but was 
exposed by Searchlight. Since then he has 


played a key, but low profile, role among 
other criminals in the BNP’s hierarchy. 

He has staked out his place on the 
international nazi scene, speaking at nazi 
front group meetings in Germany. His jottings 
have appeared in the magazine Nation und 
Europa, was founded by a former SS officer, 
and he is no stranger to nazi websites such as 
Stormfront, run by the Ku Klux Klan member 
and convicted mercenary Don Black. 

During the 1990s Kemp was in regular 
contact with members of the National 
Alliance, the US-based organisation whose 
ColUlale (ci @arlarcjeligsxefaag(-s@)\¢relalelanrcyaele)pale) area 
and with the World Union of National 
Socialists, a now defunct umbrella group 
which once united the BNP founder John 
Tyndall and the late US nazi leader George 
Lincoin Rockwell. 

Kemp’s books on the history of white racism 
Elie) vias \VV/sj iclecelgtie (aete@ctglcigie (a) coeleiig) 
Africa are widely available in nazi circles. 
His support for the BNP has caused 
controversy in its ranks with some members 
distrusting his motives and suspecting that he 
was being groomed for a job with any BNP 
candidate who might have been elected to the 
London Assembly or European Parliament. 





Searchlight July 2004 15 





Oldham - Is the party over for the BNP? 


By Nick Lowles 


IF EVER THERE was a town where the British National Party 
should have got elected it was Oldham. In 2001 it was 
the scene of serious racial disorder and it has been the 
epicentre for BNP activity in the North West. Yet, for the third 
year running, the BNP failed to get any councillors elected. 

This has led some people to conclude that the BNP is 
finished in the town. 

It was undoubtedly the BNP’s defeat in the previous two 
years that led to its failure to capitalise on this year’s all-out 
election. Voters had the opportunity to use one of their 
three votes as a protest and the BNP should have 
benefited, but did not do so. 

The local BNP went into the elections in a demoralised 
state. It only managed to find six candidates, down from the 
ten of last year, and its campaign was lacklustre almost to 
the point of being non-existent. 

This was a far cry from 2002, when the BNP canvassed 
voters, produced numerous local leaflets and was forever in 
the news with headline grabbing stunts. 

The demoralisation also seemed to have seeped into the 
minds of BNP voters. One Liberal Democrat organiser told 
Searchlight that there had been a clear fall in the turnout 
of identified BNP voters. “Last year 57% of those people in 
St James’ ward who we had identified through canvassing as 
BNP voters turned out, while this year it had dropped to 26%.” 

In Waterhead the turnout of identified BNP voters dropped 
from 65% to 42% while in Shaw it fell from 52% to 22%. 

By contrast the anti-fascist campaign has become 
increasingly localised and targeted. 

“To some extent, the BNP’s expanded campaign in 
the region helped us to draw more Oldham people into the 
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campaign,” Oldham TUC secretary Martin Gleeson told 
Searchlight. “Previously we relied heavily on support from 
comrades from Manchester, who this time had candidates 
of their own to worry about in Manchester and Tameside. 
We still welcome outside help of course — not least from 
Searchlight — but a very important lesson we have learned over 
the last three years is that local people are most receptive to 
arguments put to them from other locals. 

“This strategy was put into effect in the final leaflet we 
jointly produced with Oldham United, the Oldham Voice. 
This purposely downplayed the racism theme, and instead 
concentrated on the ineptitude of the local BNP and the 
positive initiatives taking place in the town, which we 
argued would be threatened by BNP councillors.” 

Mike Luft of Oldham United Against Racism agrees. 
“We have achieved our objective in preventing the BNP 
from getting councillors in Oldham, the third defeat we have 
inflicted on them in a row — an anti-fascist hat trick. We also 
contributed to Nick Griffin’s failure in the European elections. 

“This was a tremendous accomplishment, however the 
fascist vote was alarmingly high and there is no room for 
complacency. Much work remains to be done at grass roots 
and community level over the next two years to complete 
the transformation of the BNP into the ‘has been’ party.” 

Oldham United and Oldham TUC see this grassroots work 
as essential. 

“We need to use the breathing space before the next 
local elections in 2006 to develop our campaigning into 
dealing with the issues on the ground, which the BNP use 
to build support. 

“Oldham Trades Union Council is well placed now to play 
a major role in this, supporting locally based community 
groups such as Oldham United Against Racism. The Trades 
Council was able to play a more direct role in this year’s 
campaign, mainly due to a more positive stance from the 
TUC compared to the previous year. Now that we have 
established ourselves as a community organisation, we can 
aim to become the ‘shop stewards of the streets’ and cut 
the BNP’s ground from under them.” 

Local MP David Heyes agrees that there is no room 
for complacency. “Aggressive campaigning is not enough on 
its own; | don’t believe that the party will be over for the 
BNP whilst there are still areas where mainstream parties 
are complacent. We need to show that we are doing a 
decent job of representing and leading our communities. 
That’s why the local election results in Oldham and 
Tameside were relatively good for the Labour party at a time 
when the national trend seems to be going against us. 

“So, there’s some way to go before we can say that we 
have seen the BNP off for good and we won't be letting our 
guard down until the extreme right have been seen off from 
our patch altogether.” 

Phil Woolas MP is slightly more optimistic. While he too 
believes that the BNP will not disappear overnight he thinks 
that the BNP’s failure to secure a seat in the all-out 
elections means that the party will struggle in the future. 

“Two factors have led to this,” he told Searchlight. 
“The voters have realised, however reluctantly, that they will 
have to live with each other and secondly our warnings 
about the true nature of the BNP have hit home.” 

It is turning this reluctant anti-BNP vote into something 
firmer and more positive that is the immediate challenge for 
Oldham’s anti-fascists. 





ELECTION 
RESULTS 


10 June 2004 


No breakthrough for BNP 


The BNP failed to make its much vaunted breakthrough 
in terms of electoral representation on 10 June. 
Nevertheless, as the figures show, it managed to 

secure over 800,000 votes. This represents a massive 
vote for a fascist party. Other fascist parties did 

poorly and failed to win any seats. Including those who 
were not up for reelection the BNP now has 21 
councillors, up four from its original 17 but less than half 
of what the fascists expected to get. 
















65,557 
91,860 
London 76,152 4.0% 
North East 50,249 6.4% 
North West 134,958 6.4% 
nd 19,427 1.7% 
South East 64,877 2.9% 














43,653 3.0% 
126,538 8.0% 

26,130 3.0% 
107,794 











The BNP received 90,365 (4.71%) in the London 
Assembly election (London-wide list), and 58,405 
(3.04%) first choice and 70,736 (3.68%) second choice 
votes in the mayoral election. The BNP did not stand in 
the constituency elections. 


A full list of the far-right local election 
results continues on the next 4 pages. 
Bold type indicates where 

the BNP was elected. 

The number in brackets after the 
position denotes the number of seats 
that were vacant in the ward 
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EAST MIDLANDS 
council ward 


Amber Valley Heanor West 





Amber Valley Somercoates 


council ward 


Cheshunt North 

Cheshunt Central 

Fryerns 

Laindon Park 

Lee Chapel North 

Pitsea South East 

St Martin's 

Vange 

Buckhurst Hill East 

Loughton Alderton 
Loughton Broadway 
Loughton Fairmead 

Grays Riverside 

Tilbury St Chads 

Tilbury Riverside & Thurrock Park 
West Thurrock & South Stefford 














council ward 


Woolsington 
LES Cea Kenton 

Blakelaw 

Benwell & Scotswood 


North Heaton 


[Newcastle | 
Newcastle Byker 
[Newcastle 


Walker 















































Denton 


[Newcastle 

Lemington 

Newburn 

Battle Hil 

Benton 

Wallsend 

Beacon & Bents 
Biddick & All Saints 
Horsley Hil 

White Leas 

Blaydon 

Bridges 

Chopwell & Rowlands Gill 
Chowdene 

Deckham 

Dunston & Teams 
Dunston Hill & Whickham East 
Felling 

High Fell 

Lamesley 

Lobley Hill & Bensham 
Pelaw & Heworth 
Ryton 

Saltwell 

Wardley & Leam Lane 
Windy Nook & Whitehills 
Winlaton & High Spen 
Barnes 

Castle 

Copt Hill 

Doxford 

Fulwell 

Hendon 

Hetton 

Houghton 

Millfield 

Pallion 

Redhill 

Ryhope 

St Annes 

St Chads 

St Michaels 

St Peters 

Sandhill 

Shiney Row 
Silksworth 

Southwick 
Washington Central 
Washington East 
Washington South 
Washington West 
Washington North 
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candidate 
David Orme 
Steven Belshaw 


candidate 

Gary John Hersley 

lan Seeby 

David Michael King 
Steven John Watts 
Sidney Albert Chaney 
Leonard Alfred Heather 
Philip David Howell 
Lloyd Raymond Stone 
Peter Turpin 

Terence Farr 
Thomas Richardson 
Patricia Richardson 
Nicholas Geri 

Mark Gorman 

Gary Maffia 

John Cotter 


candidate 

John Lee Mitchell 
Alan Wilson 

Brian Andrew Terry 
Jonathan Robert Keys 
Donald Brough 
Vivian Ellen Browne 
Leonard Strikland McCourt 
Ronald Wood 

Paul Foster 
Kenneth Thomas Booth 
Gladys Dobinson 
Michael Whitaker 
Robert Batten 
James Hills 
Charles B Schmidt 
Christine Richardson 
David Richardson 
James Lovatt-McLeish 
Kevin Bell 

Kenneth Hutton 
Peter Stewart 

Kevin Scott 
Michael Dafter 
David Dafter 
Terence Jopling 
Ronald Fairlamb 
Allan Burns 
George Bainbridge 
Terence Armstrong 
Diane Young 

Keith McFarlane 
Brian Lindsay 
Michael Cassidy 
Joanne Paylor 

Paul Humble 

lan McDonald 
Anthony James 
Debra Hiles 
Joseph Dobbie Sr 
David Guynan 

John Richardson 
Louise Smith 
Jason Dent 

James Davison 

lan Leadbitter 
William Brown 
Treena Smith 

Carol Dobbie 
Pauline Smith 
Derek Wright 
Christopher Lathan 
Sharon Leadbitter 
Joseph Dobbie Jr 
Alan Brettwood 
Andrew Galloway 
Duncan Matthews 
Gordon Pace 

Frank Butterfield 
Richard Templeton 


party 
BNP 
BNP 


vote 
515 
296 


vote 
622 
425 
6014 
509 
519 
526 
434 
394 
179 
315 
357 
258 
A479 
303 
315 
408 


vote 
245 
299 
ooo 
536 
210 
296 
eo ult 
248 
850 
446 
350 
30S 
332 
Roa 
262 
287 
231 
248 
2tr 
245 
343 
448 
444 
Sas 
246 
Nos tt 
Boz 
397 
240 
186 
240 
S15 
417 
291 
427 
687 
508 
496 
417 
504 
442 
518 
360 
647 
716 
Sas 
490 
430 
302 
604 
530 
423 
647 
698 
400 
322 
411 
403 
431 


share 
26.15% 
17.62% 


share 
30.67% 
19.99% 
21.52% 
20.03% 
20.03% 
19.23% 
26.7% 
22,0000 
13.5% 
27.9% 
33.6% 
26.6% 
11.6% 
18.1% 
14.9% 
13.9% 


share 
2.59% 
3.53% 
3.89% 
5.98% 
2.21% 
4.46% 
4.34% 
2.0000 
4.33% 
6.19% 
3.71% 
3.09% 
4.08% 
5.42% 
7.21% 
3.97% 
3.32% 
3.33% 
5.72% 
2.38% 
3.61% 
6.7% 
7.68% 
3.13% 
3.78% 
4.68% 
4.19% 
Biot 
2.64% 
2.03% 
3.43% 
4.24% 
4.7% 
2.87% 
3.8% 
10.92% 
7.62% 
6.47% 
3.7% 
7.07% 
6.52% 
7.23% 
5.52% 
10.72% 
10.89% 
9.9% 
9.19% 
4.94% 
3.12% 
6.73% 
6.73% 
5.14% 
8.43% 
10.6% 
4.46% 
4.29% 
6.22% 
5.93% 
6.3% 


position 
2 of 4 (1) 
3 of 3 (1) 


position 

2 of 4 (1) 
2 of 4 (1) 
2 of 5 (1) 
3 of 5 1) 
3 of 6 (1) 
3 of 4 (1) 
2 of 4 (1) 
3 of 4 (1) 
3 of 3 (1) 
1 of 5 (1) 
1 of 4 (1) 
1 of 5 (1) 
joint last of 7 (2) 
3 of 5 (2) 
5 of 5 (2) 
4 of 7 (2) 


position 

10 of 10)(8) 
10 of 10) (3) 
oof 243) 
6 of 10 (3) 
13 OF 3X3) 
Sor td (3) 
Corie (3) 
10 of 10 (3) 
10 of 10)(8) 
8 of 10 (8) 
8’of 10 (8) 
8 of 8 (3) 

7 Of 10'(S) 
aon) (3) 
Brot (3) 
10 of 10 (3) 
OF Bi) 

8 of 10 (3) 
7 of 10 (8) 
10 of 2:0 (3) 
10'of 10\ (8) 
Tonos) 
Siof ONS) 
8 of 10 (3) 
8 of 10 (3) 
or LO'8) 
8 of 113) 
© Of 10) (3) 
Of LOS) 
7 of 10:(8) 
9 of 10 (3) 
7 of 10'S) 
Tor LO) 
(of LORS) 
10 of ‘10 (3) 
4 of 6 (3) 

5 of 5G) 
ToT (3) 

8 of 8 (3) 

8 of 10 (3) 
6 of 6 (3) 

5 of 5 3) 
10 of 10 (3) 
6 of 6 (3) 

4 of 6 (3) 

5 of 6 (3) 

6 of 6 (3) 
107 @) 

8 of 8 (3) 

7 of 7 (3) 

5 of 5 ©) 

8 of 8 (3) 

6 of 6 (3) 

6 of 6 (3) 

8 of 8 (3) 

8 of 8 (3) 

8 of 8 (3) 

7 of 7 (3) 

6 of 6 (3) 


~) 





council ward 


Birkenhead & Tranmere 
Appleton 
CECE Castlefields 

Central 

Grange 

Brus 

Norris Green 
Oldham 






































Royton North 


CECE Royton South 
CC ae St James 
CE St Pauls 
(OC Waternead 
Ca Failsworth 

Heywood West 

Brunshaw 

Gannow 

Cliviger with Wosrthorne 
Rosehill with Burnley Wood 
Coalclough with Deerplay 
Hapton with Park 
Rosegrove with Lowerhouse 
Livesay with Pleasington 
Meadowhead 

Shadsworth with Whitebirk 
Mill Hill 

Ewood 

Barrowford 

Boulsworth 

Clover Hill 

Coates 

Craven 

Earby 

Horsfield 

Vivary Bridge 

Whitefield 


Edgeley & Cheadle Heath 
Manor 
Ea Stepping Hill 
Denton South 
Droylsden East 
Hyde Newton 
Londendale 
Stalybridge South 
Brooklands 

Priory 

St Marys 
a Abram 
(NN Leigh West 
Cie Orrell 

Bay Church 

Radcliffe East 
Tottington 


council ward 


Boxley 
Furnace Green 
ifield 
Southgate 
Three Bridges 


Hook 


Fratton 
LOS ae Fernhill 
Grange 
Mayfield 
Bassett 
Bitterne 
Shirley 
Swaythling 
Harefield 


















council ward 


Plymouth Devonport 
Plymouth Plymstock Radford 


council ward 

EEE Cradley Heath & Old Hill 
Great Barr with Yew Tree 
Great Barr with Yew Tree 


Tividale 


Sandwell 
Sandwell Great Bridge 


Miles Platting & Newton Heath 


candidate 
John Edwards 
Andrew Taylor 
Anthony Watts 

David Joines 

David Southgate 
Geoffrey Baldwin 
Joseph Owens 
Norman Charles Corbett 
Anita Corbett 
Michael Treacy 

Alwyn Stott 

Martin Brierley 
Charles Edward Styles 
Martyn Littler 

Pound 

Cave 

Thomson 

Marshall 

Pennington 

Wilkinson 

Dawson 

John Paul Murphy 
Nicholas Holt 
Anthony Dailly 
Alastair Paul Holyoak 
James Thompson 
Trevor Dawson 

Trevor Boocock 
Michael Brennan 
John Stonnell Dunroamin 
Geoffrey Loxton Whitehead 
Brian Parker 
Anthony Locke 
Robert Cottage 

Gary James Aronsson 
Derek Adams 
Richard Chadfield 
Duncan Noel Warner 
David Gordan 
Anthony David Jones 
David Gough 

Mark Ward 

Beverley Ruth Jones 
Nigel Christian Byrne 
Andrew Harris 

Jason Paul Gough 
Dorothy Gough 
Dennis Shambley 
Richard Close 
Charles Mather 
Thomas Rosser 
Janet Lees 

Stewart Clough 


candidate 

William Albert Hitches 
Vernon Charles Atkinson 
George William Baldwin 
Richard James Trower 
Ryan Neil Grice 

Roger Gryle Robertson 
Timothy William Pragnell 
Cheryl Susan Jean Glass 
Janette Mary Pedrick 
Warren Glass 

Julian Clinton Crewe 
Jason Craig Robinson 
Darren Thomas Smith 
David Green 

Terrie Jayne Rintoul 


candidate 
Graham Gregory Green 
Anthony John Devereux 


candidate 

Stuart Deeley 
Derek William Dale 
Scott Anthony Dale 
Carl Roy Butler 
Arthur Copson 


BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 


party 
BNP 
BNP 


party 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 


vote 
246 
297 
232 

88 
178 
245 
22f 
953 
964 
797 
705 
660 
675 
1) 
B10 
53 
647 
443 
404 
615 
688 
499 
457 
540 
STr 


519) 


385 
413 
342 
434 
447 
432 
364 
402 
147 
480 
385 
672 
395 
612 
764 
814 
520 
573 
260 
232 
294 
647 
518 
671 
817 
755 
663 


vote 
163 
285 
487 
294 
221 
198 
278 
203 
201 
183 

82 
S17 
133 
104 
232 


vote 
191 
188 


vote 
850 
798 
157 
1174 
880 


share 
3.36% 
7.19% 
5.75% 
9.16% 
13.72% 
6.47% 
4.05% 
10.1% 
10.38% 
10.81% 
7.56% 
7.65% 
8.58% 
13.43% 
22.16% 
29.12% 
25.2% 
171% 
20.53% 
29.58% 
3/.33% 
6.7% 
8.97% 
13.35% 
12.13% 
16.6% 
18.48% 
19.87% 
a7. 78% 
Oo a 
21.93% 
19.09% 
19.50% 
23.1 (76 
3.44% 
5.79% 
Sr706 
6.28% 
2.87% 
8.16% 
10.56% 
11.61% 
7.01% 
6.45% 
3.a76 
2.4% 
3% 
10.06% 
Ki2%e 
6.24% 
6.93% 
8.73% 
7.19% 


share 
6.67% 
1.21% 
9.11% 
5.39% 
6.82% 
9.24% 
10.45% 
14.14% 
13.91% 
14.94% 
2% 
11.15% 
3.35% 
4.15% 
6.56% 


share 
6.64% 
4.65% 


share 
10.7% 
9.16% 
8.69% 

19.95% 

11.32% 





position 

9 of 12 @) 
6 of 7 (3) 
7 of 7 (3) 
4 of 4 (3) 
3 0f 3 (3) 
6 of 9 (8) 
70 12 ©) 
4 of 11 (3) 
4 of 12 (3) 
5 of 9 (3) 
5 of 10 (3) 
7 of 9 (3) 
4 of 9 (3) 
4075 G) 
2 of 5 (1) 
2040) 
2 of 4 (1) 
3 of 5 (1) 
2014 (1) 
1 of 4 (4) 
2 of 3 (1) 
4 of 7 (3) 
8 of 8 (3) 
4 of 7 (3) 
6 of 9 (3) 
Sof S (3) 
Sor 4) (1) 
ie or3 (1) 
wor ata) 
oor) 
Qor s(t) 
3 of 4 (1) 
2073 (1) 
3 of 4 (1) 
9 of 9 (3) 
7 of 14 (8) 
10 of 10 (3) 
7 of 10 3) 
Toh £2) (3) 
1 oF 73) 

6 of 6 (3) 

6 of 6 (3) 

6 of 6 (3) 
(or 7) 
Siot'5' (3) 
DO'oF TO (S) 
Sores 














7 of 10 (8) 
oe 
7 of 8 (3) 

¥ of 8 (3) 


position 

5 of Si) 
7 of 8 (2) 
7 of 10'(8) 
10 of 10\(3) 
7 of 8 (2) 
3 of 3 (1) 
4 Of 4 (4) 
Sof 4 1) 
4 of 4 (1) 
3 of 4 (1) 
5 of 5 0) 
4 of 4 (1) 
5 of 5 (1) 
650° 5 (1) 
4 of 4 (1) 


position 
5 of 6 (4) 
4 of 5 (1) 


position 

6 of 7 (3) 
10:9 2) 
9 of 9 (3) 
4 of 4 (3) 
1019 @) 
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EEC Great Bridge 
Sandwell - Princes End 


Princes End 


[Sandwell 
EELCIE SE Tipton Green 


TiptonGreen 


Sandwell 
Sandwell Tipton Green 


Tipton Green 


[Sandwell 

Acocks Green 
CIID TET a Bartley Green 
Billesley 
Brandwood 
Edgbaston 
Erdington 
Hall Green 
Harborne 
Hodge Hill 
Coy ear Kings Norton 
Kingstanding 
Kingstanding 
ae Longbridge 
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Show Racism 


the Red Card 


By Ged Grebby, project coordinator 


AT THE TIME OF WRITING before England’s Euro 2004 
campaign in Portugal, England fever is at full pitch. 

This season has been another successful one for our charity 
and we have again increased the number of football clubs and 
players working with us. Show Racism the Red Card is an anti- 
racist charity which was established in January 1996 with the 
aim of using professional footballers as anti-racist role models. 
The campaign has been able to involve hundreds of top 
footballers and managers, and has harnessed the high profile 
of these role models to combat racism. 

We produce a number of educational resources including 
videos, CD Roms, education packs, posters and magazines. 
The video, CD Rom and education pack are available for 
£15, including postage and packing, and can be ordered by 
post from PO Box 141, Whitley Bay, NE26 3YH, via our 
website www. TheRedCard.org or by fax on 0191 297 1555. 

Although racism is on the decline in professional football, 
it is unfortunately on the increase in British and indeed 
European society. The aim of our campaign is to combat 
racism through anti-racist education and_ professional 
footballers are showing the way in terms of making a stand 
and fighting racism. 

Through our work in schools and our annual survey of 
users of our resource we picked up a rise in racism around 
the asylum issue around three years ago. Since then things 
have got worse with both the media and politicians fighting 
over themselves to portray asylum seekers as public enemy 
number one. This problem is not just confined to the Nazis 
but is present among the other major political parties. 

We therefore decided in 2002 to make a video on asylum 
together with Amnesty International and the Refugee 
Council. This video, entitled A Safe Place, has just been 
released. It features young asylum seekers talking about 
their experiences, along with some of the best players in the 
world supporting their statements. We have been 
overwhelmed by the response to the video and the original 
production run of 1,000 videos and packs was sold out 
within one month. 

Show Racism the Red Card believe that anti-racist 
education is the key to fighting racism and we hope that 
this pack will contribute to winning the arguments against 
the backward prejudice of racism. As Shaka Hislop says on 
the video, “It is a frightening thought to think of a country 
where the borders would be closed to all outsiders; we 
would all go backwards”. 

We hope the video and pack contribute to the growing 
number of voices speaking out against racism and taking 
society forward. 


TheFA England 2004 TheFA 
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Racists were 
‘bloodthirsty 
guttersnipes’ 


By Gerry Gable Ss pay 

A JUDGE SAID two — scmmcumemccceenseememmnen=tcncrcsneeeeeneene 
violent racists had 
shown neo-Nazi ten- 
dencies and _ were 
“bloodthirsty gutter- 
snipes” who had 
shown no remorse for 
an attack on an Iraqi 
asylum seeker. 

Judge Tom Cracknell 
jailed Ben Povey, 24, 
for 19 years and 
Christopher Sirrs, 30, 
for fourteen and a half 
years at Hull Crown 
Court a few days before the local elections for offences 
including violent disorder, assault and making an explosive 
device. 

The two had been the ringleaders of a gang of racist thugs 
who were attacking black residents and asylum seekers with 
petrol bombs, swords and pickaxe handles. Povey and Sirrs 
added a car to their arsenal and used it to run down Salar 
Mohammed, a 32-year-old Iraqi asylum seeker. 

Sentencing Povey a few days before the local and 
European elections, the judge said: “You have exhibited 
neo-Nazi tendencies like those shown by some groups that 
have infected the body politic of this country”. 

Despite seeing justice done, Mr Mohammed said he was 
still too frightened to stay in Hull. 

The outcome of another case suggests Mr Mohammed 
might be right to worry. 

Derek Senior, a well respected 50-year-old black 
youth worker, was gunned down outside his home in an 





Was this man involved 
in Marian Bates’ killing? 


' organised .assassination attempt the day after he had 


testified against a gang of racists and criminals who had 
carried out a merciless assault on him and a female 
colleague in a Nottingham pub. 

A gang of five men had kicked his black colleague in an 
unprovoked attack. When Mr Senior asked them to 
apologise they beat him with pool cues and scalped his 
dreadlocks, which they took as a trophy. The whole sick 
onslaught was recorded on CCTV. 

Lee Marshall, 24, and Joseph Graham, 23, were 
imprisoned for five years, nine months, Robert Watson, 25, 
for six years and John McNee, 24, for two years, six 
months. Another man was not before the court. 

After the attempt to kill Mr Senior the police put out 
wanted notices for James Brodie, 20, who is also being 
sought for a series of armed robberies and the murder of 
local jeweller Marian Bates last year. 

Nottinghamshire senior police officers praised Mr Senior 
for his courage in testifying against the gang and said they 
were pulling out all the stops to apprehend Brodie because 
members of the public and victins who come forward to 
ensure justice is done must have their full support. 

Derek is a long-time friend of Searchlight and we wish 
him a speedy recovery. 


WHAT THEIR 
PAPERS SAY 


i feel the 
spirit of 
9 


“Fat Matt Comes Back ....” No, that is 
not a notice on my ex-wife's front 
door. The former Searchlight paid 
informer and plane spotter Keith 
“Shekels” Thompson has graced me 
with my first front page appearance 
since a former Sun journalist put 
words in my mouth for his own 
benefit some years ago. 

New Target, which features me, is a 
duplicated occasional publication 
put out by the League of Saint 
George, the openly nazi group set up 


in the mid seventies by former 


Mosleyites including Thompson. 
Thompson alleges that I do not write 
this column myself but seems to 
think that Searchlight’s publisher 
Gerry Gable writes it for me. 
However “Bagel”, as the Nazis dub 
him, is far too busy following up 
some of the contacts Thompson 
passed to him a few years ago. 
No, not the ones from the special 
magazines that inadvertently came 
with Thompson's list of contacts, just 
all the names and addresses of his 
fascist mates that he handed over for 
a few shekels. 

New Target also claims that- my 
recent appearance in the BBC 
documentary Dead Man Walking 
(which is up for an award) misled 
viewers into thinking I was in Welling. 
New Target says the scenes were shot 
in Cheltenham. I am pleased to clarify 
that I was in Chippenham, in support 
of Welling United playing away. 
Indeed, you can see my full and 
robust Aryan frame queuing up to get 
into the Chippenham ground if you 
can be bothered to watch it, Keith. 

Moving on ... elections always 
seem to bring out the best in fascists. 
Here is a good joke I heard the other 
day: “What did the convicted 
bomber say to the guy who likes to 


By Matthew Collins 


dress up as a Nazi and parade around 
in jackboots? Answer: The many 
photographs of you in neo-Nazi 
uniform have always been a public 
relations handicap for the party.” Not 
only that, he wrote it down in a very 
nice letter, telling John Tyndall, the 
founder of the British National Party, 
to stay indoors during the election 
campaign! What next? A gangster, 
drug dealer and wife beater telling 
BNP members that electoral fraud is 
against the law? If you thought that 
was a “vexing” issue, consider the 
four pages JT set aside in May’s 
Spearhead, his personal monthly 
fascist magazine, to address the issue 
of the Jewish BNP candidate, and the 
possibility that she was adopted 
solely to rid the BNP of JT and his ilk. 
Pll fetch my coat. 

What should surely drive anybody 
away from the BNP, if they had any 
sense, are the apocalyptic news 
updates that sprang up on their 
website every few hours in the final 
few days of the election campaign. 
One of my favourite announce- 
ments was that “decent” West 
Indians would be wise to vote 
BNP. Then there were pubs using 
BNP beer mats, hundreds of students 
anonymously approaching the BNP’s 
student organiser and, perhaps more 
shockingly, the admission that the 
BNP continues to “receive wide- 
spread support from the generation 
born before 1930”. Of course, none of 
these claims could be substantiated 
as the BNP offered no evidence other 
than its say-so. And some journalists 
did try, apparently. 

The BNP’s press officer Dr Stuart 
Russell, aka Phill Edwards was by all 
accounts near impossible to get out of 
the pub to make a comment in 
response. Perhaps they should have 
contacted Mark Collett (he with the 
damaged German car) because he 
loves, I mean loves, that particular 
period of history and the ten or so 
years that followed on from it. 
Instead, I rang Russell the day after 
polling for some clarification of their 


claims and he told me to “f*** right 
off”. Charming. 

So big is the BNP these days (“feel 
the width, not the quality”) that they 
decided to put all their usual 
scaremongering into one_ big 
bumper election issue for May and 
June. Now I know the good editor of 
Freedom and his wife quite well, and 
never have I had cause to doubt 
their commitment to the cause of 
racial nationalism. So while Martin 
Wingfield and “Tin-Tin’, as she was 
known in her teens, are basking in 
the glory of the “enormous increase” 
in circulation, indeed an “all time 
high” of Freedom’s 50 issues so far, 
let us remind our readers, that in less 
halcyon times Wingfield and Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, were less 
than friends. Indeed, they were on 
opposing sides in a bloody struggle 
for control of the National Front a 
few years back. 

Griffin chided Wingfield at the 
time for not supporting the fire- 
bombing of police officers’ homes by 
loyalist youths at the behest of their 
man in Ulster, Andy McLorie, 
(something that Griffin evidently did 
support). After McLorie wound up 
behind bars Griffin and co listed him 
as a prisoner of war on the National 
Front Political Soldiers roll of 
honour. No sooner had Griffin took 
over the BNP he reinstated McLorie 
as Ulster organiser. 

Griffin has in the past commented 
on Wingfield’s “arrogant  self- 
importance and lust for power of 
shocking proportions”. Griffin even 
had “Wingers” and his mates expelled 
from the NE In the light of the BNP’s 
current failure, he would do well to 
mind his back. 

I'll finish with a reminder of what 
Griffin told a meeting two days before 
polling: “Ken Livingstone can tell 
Londoners how to vote ’til he’s blue in 
the face, but he’s going to have to get 
used to working with British National 
Party members on the GLA. 

“The Eurocrats in Brussels are going 
to have to get used to having a patriotic 
coalition including British National 
Party MEPs exposing fraud and 
pro-federalist scheming”. Dream on! 
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EUROPEAN ELECTIONS 


A mixed bag for 
e’s hard right 





Jorg Haider's 
make-up 
wears thin 


Europ 






my 
ny j 


By Graeme Atkinson, European editor 


SOME OF THE ELECTORAL right-wing extremist and 
anti-immigrant populist parties that stood in the 
European elections turned out to be among the biggest 
losers, accumulating derisory votes and percentages in 
country after country. 

The biggest loser of the pack was Jérg Haider's 
Freedom Party (FPO) in Austria, which saw _ its 
vote collapse from 23% in 1999 to a miserable 6.33%. 
Instead of having four MEPs, it will now just have one, 
the hardcore extremist Andreas Mélzer, co-editor of 
the fascist weekly Zur Zeit. 

In Germany too the fascists flopped, shipwrecked on 
the rocks of their own disunity. No fewer than four 
fascist parties fielded candidates, accompanied by 
Helga Zepp LaRouche’s crazed fascistoid sect, 
Burgerbewegung Solidaritaét. Even between them, they 
were not able to muster the 5% needed to elect a single 
candidate to the 732-seat European Parliament. 

The much-vaunted right-wing populist List Pim 
Fortuyn (LPF), which two years ago many political 
pundits thought unstoppable, recorded a similar slump 
in the Netherlands. Bereft of its star personality, the late 
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Pim Fortuyn, the fiercely anti-EU LPF resembles a 
punctured balloon. Last year the LPF was part of the 
Dutch government; since then its support has plunged, 
this time to 121,192 votes (2.6%). 

If it looks like the LPF has little future, its rival 
NieuwRechts has even less, polling a pitiful 0.3%. 
Already recriminations have broken out within this 
unpleasant right-wing splinter group. 

Elsewhere in western Europe the far-right failed 
to get a single candidate elected in the UK, 
Spain, Portugal and Sweden, where the British 
National Party’s pals in the National Democrats 
suffered the ignominy of a “statistically insignificant” 
vote. This achievement was complemented in the 
accession states where extremist parties failed in 
the Czech Republic, Hungary and Slovakia to get a 
single candidate elected. 

Some of the far-right and right-wing populists have 
arguably been victims of their own incompetence. 
After all, they had much going for them: 
m™ Widespread dissatisfaction at the convergence of the 
mainstream parties; 

M@ Anger at the alleged arrogance of mainstream 
politicians; 

i Suspicion of widespread fraud and corruption in EU 
institutions; 

@ Resentment at the war in Iraq; 

i Islamophobia and fear of terrorism; 

@ Hostility to what is perceived as the distant and top- 
heavy bureaucracy of the EU; 

™@ Annoyance at alleged EU invasion of the national 
sovereignty of EU member states; 

™@ Media-fed hysteria in western Europe about “floods” 
of refugees and asylum-seekers; 

@ A low turnout (26% average in the accession states 
and under 45% in the west). 

Despite these favourable factors, the rightists were not 
able uniformly to capitalise upon them nor, as a rule, to 
play a leading role in punishing incumbent governments. 
However, it was far from meltdown for the fascists. 

In Belgium, for example, the racist Vlaams Blok totted 
up 930,000 votes and won the support of almost a 
quarter of the bilingual country’s Flemish-speaking 
population. Its achievement in gaining an extra seat in 


the EU parliament, coupled with its successes in EUROPEAN ELECTION 2004 


regional polls held on the same day, could foreshadow : : : : : 
an end to the so-called cordon sanitaire by which the Results of far-right and right-wing populist parties 
democratic parties have so far kept the VB out of office. 

In the UK, the nazi BNP almost matched the VB with votes % of vote number of candidates elected 
an unprecedented 808,200 votes but this “victory” Population 8.1m a 
turned out to be Pyrrhic because it was not enough to Freiheitliche Partei Osterreichs 
get Griffin’s greedy snout into the EU’s gravy boat. 155,856 votes 6.33% 1 

The non-mainstream right will still be there, however, 
now that Robert Kilroy-Silk’s United Kingdom 








BELGIUM Population 10.3m__ 


Vlaams Blok 
Independence Party (UKIP) has won 12 seats. The party ——_ 939 799 votes _—_—-23.16% of all Flemish votes 0 
has already revealed some of its incipient anti- ; 
: : d : ik’ a Front National 
democratic tendencies with  Kilroy-Si o Ea 181,000 votes 7.45% of the French-speaking community 0 
publicised promise to “wreck the European Parliament”. 


é i i Front Nouveau de Belgique 
In France, Jean-Marie Le Pen’s Front National polled 26,000 votes 1.1% of the French-speaking community 0 


1,684,792 votes (9.81%). This is a better performance 


than the 5.5% it got in 1999, just after the FN’s CZECH REPUBLIC _ Population 10.2m 


debilitating split with Bruno Mégret, but it is still a Narodni Koalice (National Coalition) — 
marked setback in comparison with the 16% it polled in 2,944 votes Statistically insignificant 0 
the March 2004 regional elections. However, the result Republikani Miroslava Sladka 

15,767 votes 0.79% 0 


has increased the FN’s MEPs from five to seven. 


Likewise in Italy the fascists of Alternativa Sociale, CYPRUS Population 0.8m 


No known candidates 


which unites the terrorist Roberto Fiore and the Italian 
dictator's granddaughter Alessandra Mussolini, will fill a 
seat, alongside the fascist Fiamma Tricolore, which got DENMARK Population 5.3m 

one candidate elected, and Gianfranco “we are no Dansk Folkeparti (Danish People's Party) 

longer fascists” Fini’s Alleanza Nazionale, which will 128,789 votes 6.8% 1 


Sabie oars 
Meanwhile in Greece, George Karatzaferis’s toxically oe sd seacoateaemt 


antisemitic party, LAOS, gathered 249,000 votes, enough Ne awe Sees 

to secure it a seat in Strasbourg. But the Patriotic Alliance 
— between the hardcore nazis of Golden Dawn and Nin Cokin cannidatae 

military junta nostalgists —- was only able to take 0.17%. 


The only other success in western Europe came in FRANCE Population 60.1m 





Denmark, where the anti-immigrant populists of the Front National jean-Marie Le Pen) 
Danish People’s Party kept their single seat and increased 1,684,792 votes 9.81% 7 
their share of the vote slightly from 5.8% to 6.8%. Mouvement National Républicain (Bruno Mégret) 

In eastern Europe, it was in Poland that the anti-EU 0.32% 0 
hardcore extremist right wing really mopped up. The Mouvement pour la. France (Philippe de-Villiers) 
antisemitic League of Polish Families grabbed 15.9% of te en ee e 
the vote and the ultra-right Samoobrona (Self-Defence) Posie eich ae wens (Charles Pasqua) 2 
took 10.8%. These parties will now hold ten and six seats i Lele 
respectively. Three other far-right formations that 
contested the elections failed to win a seat. Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 

Elsewhere in the accession states, it is thought that 241,678 votes 0.9% 0) 
deep Euro-scepticism may have been a factor in Die Republikaner : 
enabling the For Fatherland and Freedom/LNNK party 485,691 votes 1.9% 0 
in Latvia (4 seats) and Nova Slovenia and the Slovene Okologische Demokratische Partei 
Democratic Party in Slovenia (one seat each) to win 145,479 votes 0.6% 0 
representation in Strasbourg. Burgerbewegung Solidaritat (La Rouche movement) 

At the time of writing, it seems that far-right and right- 22,009 votes 0.1% 0 
wing populist parties will have 57 seats in the new Deutsche Partei 
European Parliament. This compares with 24 MEPs bg Di bch as y 
whose politics placed them well to the right of 
mainstream conservatism before the election. LAOS (Popular Orthodox Alarm) 

Although their tally of seats has more than doubled, it 249,449 votes 4.11% 4 
is unlikely that their influence will do likewise. Indeed Elliniko Metopo (National Front) 
it remains to be seen whether they will be able to form a 15,129 votes 0.25% 0 
united group large enough to win recognition as a formal Patriotiki Symmachia (Patriotic Alliance) 
group with the access to funding that would follow. 10,543 votes 0.17% 0 


For a start, Fini’s Alleanza Nazionale will probably want amperes ps opti 
to steer clear of the rest of the extremists and populists : net cinarbisi 
MIEP (Hungarian Life and Justice Party) 
72,177 votes 2.35% 16) 


and some of the newly represented groups are unlikely to 
want to be seen as foot soldiers for Le Pen’s FN. 
Equally, it should not be forgotten that fundamentally 





these people are visceral nationalists, possessed of Alternativa Sociale 

narrow-minded politics that do not lend themselves to 398,036 votes 1.2% 4 
international cooperation. The UKIP could not have 

landed in more suitable company. continued over » 
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ITALY (continued) 


Fiamma Tricolore 


236,016 votes 0.7% a 
Pino Rauti 

46,827 votes 0.1% 0 
Alleanza Nazionale 

3,759,243 votes 11.5% 9 





IRELAND 


No known candidates 





For Fatherland and Freedom (LNKK) 
170,819 votes 29.82% 4 


LITHUANIA 

No known candidates 

LUXEMBOURG Population 0.5m 
No candidates 











Imperium Europa _ Lowelle hanicuis nazis) 
1,603 votes 0.59% (6) 


NETHERLANDS Population 16.1m 
List Pim Fortuyn 























121,192 votes 2.6% 0 
Nieuw Rechts 
15,663 votes 0.3% 0 
POLAND Population 38.6m_ 
Liga Polskich Rodzin (League of Polish Families) 
969,689 votes 15.92% 10 
Samoobrona (Self Defence) 
656,782 votes 10.78% 6 
Union of Real Politics 
113,675 votes 1.87% 0 — 
Polish National Unity Brats! 
2,510 votes 0,04% 0) CS: 
National Rebirth of Poland (Third Positionist) alles theme 
2,546 votes 0.04% 0 arson attack 
PORTUGAL Population 10.1m 
Partido Nacional Renovador 
8640 votes 0.1% O 
SLOVAKIA Population 5.4m _ ' \ 
SNS-PNS alliance (Slovak National Party, True Slovak National Party) 
14,150 votes 2.01% 0 
SLOVENIA Population 2.0m __ 
Nova Slovenia 

23% 1 
Slovene Democratic Party (SDS) 

17% 1 

Population 41.0m_ 

Falange Espanola 
13,728 votes 0.09% O 
Falange Espanolas de las JONS 
4,308 votes 0.03% ce) 
Democracia Nacional 
6,175 votes 0.04% 0 
Falange Autentica 
1,990 votes 0.01% 0 
SWEDEN 
Sweden Democrats 
28,303 votes 1.13% 0 
National Democrats 
7,209 votes 0.29% 0 





British National Party 





808,200 votes 4.9% 0 
UK independence Party (anti-EU populist) 
2,650,768 16.1% 42 
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Firebomb signals nazi adoption of new tactics 


From Daniel Milo for People Against Racism in Bratislava 


A FIREBOMB DESTROYED a room at the Bratislava 
headquarters of Slovakia’s leading anti-fascist group, 
People against Racism (LPR), on 7 May. There seems little 
doubt that the attackers were nazis. 

The blaze was clearly the result of a deliberate arson 
attack as a bottle containing flammable liquid was found 
near the window, together with burned matches. It was only 
swift action by LPR members in the office that prevented 
the fire from spreading. 

LPR has been at the forefront of the battle against 
racism, right-wing extremism and nazism in Slovakia. It has 
hit the fascists very hard by initiating criminal proceedings 
to bring them to court. It has also provided legal help to 
numerous victims of racially motivated crimes and 
constantly campaigns to educate and inform the public 
about the danger that nazi groups pose to society. Last but 
not least, LPR has been instrumental in pushing the 
police to adopt a more active approach to combating 
nazi lawlessness. 

As a result, there have been no openly nazi concerts, 
rallies or demonstrations in the past two years, all the main 
hate bands are being or have been prosecuted and many 
nazi leaders are in jail or in custody awaiting trial. 

LPR has in the past received many threats from nazis by 
post and phone. But until now there have been no serious 
incidents. The firebomb may indicate that the nazis have 
adopted new tactics. 

The skinhead movement and its associated ideologies of 
racism, antisemitism and nazism made their way to 
Slovakia from Germany, by way of the Czech Republic, in 
the early 1990s. The first contacts came during 1991-92 
with Czech bands such as Orlik and Tri Sestry (Three 
sisters), whose recordings were very popular in Slovakia, 
contributing to the spread of the skinhead subculture. 

The first serious cases of racially motivated violence 
followed soon afterwards in 1993. It was then that the first 
“Zines”, mostly home-made, photocopied publications of 
poor quality, started to appear. 

From the outset, Slovak nazi bands anchored themselves 
ideologically to the platform of the fascist Slovak state 
during the Second World War. The glorification of Slovak 
wartime leaders such as Alexander Mach, Andrej Hlinka and 
Jozef Tiso is one of the trademarks of the Slovak skinhead 
movement, and indeed of the extreme right of the political 
spectrum generally. There are now 13 active groups of right- 
wing extremists. 

The extreme right today has changed significantly since 
the early 1990s. Then the movement consisted mainly of 
ad hoc groupings, without any defined character and 
structure, whose members had a public image of 
“troublemakers”. After 1995, however, organised groups 
began to establish themselves. By 2001 their activities had 


become more radical and they were trying to broaden their 
membership base. 

Two of these groups have gained prominence in the 
skinhead scene: Slovakia Hammerskins (SHS) and Blood 
and Honour Division Slovakia (B&H). The first B&H branch 
was founded in the capital, Bratislava, and B&H Cassovia is 
active in Kosice, Slovakia’s second city, in the east of 
the country. 

SHS and B&H maintain strong ties with their namesakes 
in other countries. This is particularly true of branches in 
eastern Slovakia, which have organised concerts involving 
fascists from surrounding countries and from Germany and 
Scandinavia. Representatives from Russia, Ukraine and the 
countries of former Yugoslavia have taken part in recent 
events in Slovakia and there are strong ties with the 
Hammerskins and B&H branches in Serbia and Slovenia. 

Leading Slovak B&H representatives take part in events 
abroad (most notably in the Czech Republic, Denmark, and 
Germany) while bands active under the aegis of B&H 
Division Slovakia perform at events and concerts in various 
European countries, both east and west. 

What unites all right-wing extremist movements in 
Slovakia is racism, mainly directed against the Roma 
minority, antisemitism and hatred of the left. There has 
been a gradual process of ideological fragmentation. 
Currently there are three main ideological currents: broad 
nationalism, nazism, and white power ideology. 

Official estimates put the number of people active in 
right-wing extremist organisations in Slovakia at around 
2,500. LPR, however, thinks the figure is nearer 5,000. 

The broad nationalist element is represented by the 
Slovak National Party (SNS) which fielded 11 candidates in 
the European elections. The SNS failed to win election to 
the Slovak parliament in 2002, getting just 4.5% of the 
vote. The SNS wants to rehabilitate Tiso, opposes any 
moves towards broader rights for national minorities living in 
Slovakia, especially Hungarians, and is virulently anti- 
Roma. The True Slovak National Party is very similar though 
sometimes even more radical and infamous for the racist 
and xenophobic outbursts of its leader, Jan Slota. 

Rightist groupings, notably those linked to the skinhead 
movement, are most active in the west and north east of 
the country. The largest numbers of extremists are found in 
the major cities of Bratislava, Trencin, Zilina, Banska 
Bystrica, Presov and Kosice. 

Roma people are the universal and primary target for 
Slovakia’s racist extremists. Because of the way all social 
groups distance themselves from the Roma population, 
racist attitudes also exist among the police. Slovak public 
opinion condemns racist extremist activity and dislikes the 
skinheads but shows a disturbingly high level of support for 
repressive solutions to the so-called Roma “problem”. 
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the Iron Guard 


BENEATH A THIN FACADE of slogans about 
democracy, the extreme right in Moldova harbours a 
dangerous agenda. 

On the surface, Moldovan politics seem rather simple: 
the Western-oriented Christian Democrats (good guys) 
versus the old-style authoritarian Communist Party (bad 
guys) and the international media, in its rare reports on 
this post-Soviet republic squeezed between Ukraine and 
Romania, often resort to this simplistic explanation. 

The reality is more complex and on closer inspection 
the supposed champions of democracy and human 
rights turn out to be direct descendants of a fascist 
regime responsible for the extermination of 300,000 
Jews and Roma on the territory of Bessarabia (as it was 
then known) during the Second World Wat. 

The Christian Democratic People’s Party (PPCD), led 
with an iron hand by the charismatic Iurie Rosca, 
holds 9% of the parliamentary seats. By organising 

frequent.street marches and other spectacular actions, 

it poses as the main opposition to the ruling 
Communists, who won an absolute majority of 
parliamentary seats in the 2001 election. 


Frontisti 
The PPCD is ideologically a long way from 
mainstream European Christian Democracy. 

It is in fact the label of a political movement that 

emerged in the early 1990s under the name 

Front Popolar, which can be translated as 
“Popular” or “National” Front. This movement, 
which started as a result of political liberalisation 
during the heyday of Gorbachev's perestroika, quickly 
turned into a fully-fledged radical nationalist 
organisation that eagerly used violence against political 
opponents and ethnic minorities. 

A main goal of the frontisti is Moldova's unification 
with neighbouring Romania. The Moldovan language 
is almost the same as Romanian and a large part 
of Moldovan territory was part of Romania between 
the wars. 

About a third of Moldovan society, however, is 
comprised of non-Moldovan speakers (Ukrainians, 





Russians, Gagauzians — Orthodox Christians with 
Turkish roots — Bulgarians, Poles, Jews, Roma, 
Armenians and numerous other nationalities) who 
dread being forced to live under Romanian 
administration. 

The memory of Moldova's occupation by Romanian 
fascists from 1941 to 1944 is very vivid. Marshal Ion 
Antonescu’s Bucharest regime was Hitler’s enthusiastic 
ally in his war against the Soviet Union as well as in the 
implementation of his Final Solution extermination of 
Jews and Roma. 

The Nazi propaganda chief Joseph Goebbels stated in 
his diary that not even the Nazis could rival Antonescu’s 
murderous antisemitic zeal: “When it comes to the issue 
of Jews, one has to say that a man like Antonescu acts 
much more radically than we do.” 

Frontist leaders and the press have repeatedly praised 
the Antonescu regime. At the peak of frontist influence 
on state educational policy in the mid-1990s, Moldovan 
universities and schools were ordered to teach 
Romanian history on the basis of a textbook published 
by Petre Panaitescu in 1942. Historical revisionism 
directed towards Antonescu’s rehabilitation is 
fashionable in frontist circles. 


Antisemitism and Antonescu 

The regime's antisemitism is seen as justified because, in 
the words of Professor Anatol Petrencu, “many 
Romanian citizens of Jewish origin were involved in the 
realisation of alien, Bolshevist interests” and “it made 
the Romanian authorities and Romanian public opinion 
take measures”. 

Writing about Romanian universities in the late 1930s, 
Petrencu emphasises that “the number of Jewish 
students was [proportionately] much bigger than that of 
Romanian students” which led to “a certain 
dissatisfaction among the youth that later united in the 
Legion movement”. The Legion movement was the 
fascist terrorist organisation known as the Legion of 
St Michael or the Iron Guard, led by the fanatical 
instigator of pogroms Corneliu Codreanu, an icon for 
some of today’s European fascists. 

Dealing with the war and the participation of Jews in 
the Communist movement, Petrencu asserts that “there 
were reasons for the management of Antonescu’s army 
to have a negative attitude towards the Jews of 
Bessarabia’. This “negative attitude” was nothing less 
than the ruthless extermination of the Jewish 
population at the hands of Romanian fascists, starting 
immediately after the Nazis launched Operation 
Barbarossa in June 1941. : 

The title page of Petrencu’s revisionist book, 
Bessarabia in World War II 1940-1944, published in 1997, 
carries the stamp of the State University of Moldova to 
indicate that the work was discussed and approved by 
its Department of History. 

The fact this book and some other historical 
revisionist publications were sponsored by the 
Moldovan branch of the Soros foundation raised a few 
eyebrows. Today, Petrencu is Dean of the university's 
history department and chairman of the Moldovan 
Association of Historians. 

The leading frontist newspaper, Tara (Fatherland) 
promotes the idea of naming one of the central streets in 
the capital city of Chisinau (Kishinev) after Antonescu 
and building a monument to him. Pavel Moraru writing 
in Tara in 1999 praises Antonescu’s “courage” and 
“responsible policies”. He claims “the Antonescu regime 
was a modern dictatorship, tolerant towards democracy 


(the exchange of opinions with democratic opposition, 
the fight against political crime, the introduction of 
universal autonomy, the organisation of plebiscites)”. 

No wonder such statements send shock waves among 
Moldova’s ethnic minorities who suffered daily 
intimidation from armed squads of uniformed frontist 
“volunteers” in the 1990s. 


Trasnistria 

Ethnic tensions and controversies over a new law on the 
state language resulted in a civil war in the eastern 
region of Trasnistria in 1992 with armed units of frontisti 
taking an active part in the fighting, which cost about 
1,000 lives. Today Transnistria remains a de facto 
breakaway republic with a strong Russian army 
presence that has enforced a truce for the past decade 
and gives Russia a pretext to maintain a strategic 
military foothold in the region. 

But the region is also a magnet for Russian extremists. 
The array of Russian fascists, extreme nationalists and 
“national Bolsheviks” who have visited Transnistria in 
support of the self-proclaimed statelet is impressive, 
ranging from Vladimir Zhirinovsky to Victor Anpilov to 
Eduard Limonov. 

The authoritarian and corrupt regime of Transnistria is 
based on a bizarre ideology consisting of a mixture of 
conservative Soviet nostalgia and Russian 
ethnocentrism. It seems to provide a fertile ground for 
home-grown chauvinists as well. Rampant racism 
among supporters of the local FC Sheriff, who routinely 
display the fascist White Power symbol, the Celtic cross, 
is one example (FC Sheriff currently has two Nigerian 
players). In March 2004, 70 graves in the Jewish cemetery 
and a monument to victims of Stalinist repression in 
Tiraspol were covered with swastikas and slogans such as 
“Skins 88” (88 denotes “Heil Hitler” in nazi code). 

Ironically, the museum in the nearby town of Bendery 
exhibits memorabilia connected with Paul Robeson, the 
great black American anti-fascist who visited the region 
soon after the Second World War. 

On the opposite bank of the Dniester veterans of the 
Transnistrian civil war are among core militant 
supporters of the PPCD today and the frontisti have 
been waging renewed propaganda campaigns calling 
for an armed solution to the conflict. 

“There must be a new war’, said one young nationalist 
with whom Searchlight’s correspondent travelled on 
a bus through the countryside. “There is no other way. 
All those who are not true Romanians must leave. 
Every country must belong to one nation just like they 
do it in the Netherlands now.” He was probably referring 
to anti-immigrant policies resulting from Pim Fortuyn’s 
political legacy. 


Nationalism and intolerance 

The international community, in particular the 
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe, is 
trying to achieve a peaceful reunification of Moldova 
and Transnistria. A return to hostilities would 
undoubtedly result in another bloodbath. 

“Our society has traditionally been multicultural, 
multiethnic and rather tolerant, but the 1990s was a 
period of increased tension,” recalls Ilya Trombitsky, 
a founder of the Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly 
who has made his mark as an MP and as one of 
the most outspoken defenders of minority rights. 
Extreme nationalist thugs have seriously beaten 
Trombitsky and several of his colleagues on more than 
one occasion. 
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Chisinau, it should be remembered, has a special 
symbolic place in the history of European antisemitism. 
A pogrom took place there in 1903. “Undoubtedly 
antisemitism among the frontisti is even stronger 
than their anti-Russian feelings,” says P M Shornikov, 
a distinguished Holocaust historian and a leader 
of the Socialist Party. He tells the story of a horrific 
night in 1992 when several dozen of the Front’s 
political opponents, at least a third of them Jews, were 
physically assaulted. 

The PPCD is also prone to other forms of intolerance. 
Soon after 11 September 2001 it sought to exploit the 
international climate of Islamophobia and its MPs 
bombarded parliament with inquiries about the alleged 
presence of “terrorists” among students of Arab origin in 
the International University of Moldova. 

The PPCD also resorts to extreme homophobia. 
The PPCD’s deputy leader Vlad Cubreacov declared in 
an interview with one of the main Moldovan 
newspapers, Jurnal National: “To be a homosexual does 
not only mean you are no longer a mother or father, it 
means you are no longer a human being. Homosexuals 
are slaves of their own infatuations, directed by 
instincts. Homosexuality does not have an equivalent in 
the animal world and this is the most clear proof that its 
origin is in the minds and souls of people fallen in the 
face of God and the society in general.” 

Cubreacov is also a member of the Moldovan 
delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe. He is part of the European People’s Party 
(EPP), the mainstream Christian Democratic group. 

His statement proved too much for the president of 
the EPP group in the Assembly, Rene van der Linden, 
who wrote to Cubreacov: “Your opinion is clearly against 
the EPP programme in general and against the 
conviction of our EPP group in the Parliamentary 
Assembly in particular, as it is also in strong 
contradiction to the conventions of the Council of 
Europe. The respect for human dignity and integrity, 
whatever the sexual preference or disposition of the 
people concerned might be, is the base of our attitude 
and of our societal conviction. It must be clear that you 
will have to change your opinion about this if your 
political position is to stay in line with our group and 
with our EPP party.” Despite this, the PPCD has 
maintained its Christian Democratic label and links 
with Christian Democratic parties abroad. 


Romanisation 

Cultural homogenisation and the enforced 
Romanisation of the state are the proclaimed aims 
of the frontisti. The notorious document titled 
“Ten Commandments of the Bessarabian Romanian” 
epitomises this tendency. It was published by Tara on 
4 February 1992 before the paper became the official 
organ of the PPCD. 

It is unsigned but is regarded as a statement of 
Tara’s editorial policy. It states: “Greater Romania; 
it is the condition for your future existence. That is 
why you must love her as much as yourself”. It makes 
recommendations on family life among other things: 
“Dont rush to link your fate with a person of a different 
ethnicity. Mixing is good for animals, but not for 
humans”. 

Hatred for ethnically mixed marriages, which are very 
common in Moldova, is a steady undercurrent in frontist 
propaganda. In April 2004 a leading nationalist 
intellectual, Nicolai Dabija, published a widely debated 
article in his journal Literatura si Arta (Literature and 
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Art) in which he states that the children of mixed 
couples “are in the best case mediocre individuals and 
as a rule they are disabled, criminals and losers” with a 
natural tendency towards “psychiatric disorders, crime 
and prostitution’. 

Dabija went on to attack several respected public 
figures accusing them of ethnically impure family 
backgrounds. Dabija’s newspaper is the official 
publication of the Moldovan Writers’ Union which is 
dominated by supporters of the frontist ideology in 
literary circles. Dabija is politically linked to Serafim 
Urechean, the long-time anti-communist mayor of 
Chisinau who some observers forecast could become 
president of Moldova if the right wing manages to 
mobilise enough support for next year’s election. 

Yet another nationalist newspaper, Flux, has won 
notoriety for publishing its “Tests of patriotism’, urging 
its readers to act in a xenophobic manner in several 
daily life situations. Some time ago, Flux published an 
article titled “I’m sick and tired of Russians”, in which the 
author wrote: “I don’t know what else we can do ... we 
have nowhere to live as they live in our houses. We have 
nowhere to work as they are employed in many of our 
workplaces. I don’t know where to hide from their 
shamelessness ... I know that there is no sense in hiding, 
but, oh God, they always interfere and get on my nerves 
... [don’t want them!” 


Law and budget 

On 26 October 1994, the Parliament of the Republic of 
Moldova accepted the Law on the Press. Article 4 
prohibits the publication “of materials challenging and 
defiling the state and the people, containing appeal to 
aggressive war, national, racial or religious disagreement, 
instigation to discrimination, territorial separatism, 
public violence, and also other manifestations of 
encroachment on the constitutional regime.” 

Although the legal framework of the republic allows 
for penalties for inciting ethnic discord, nobody has ever 
been convicted for this crime, the chairman of the 
parliamentary committee on human rights, Mikhail 
Sidorov, told Searchlight. 

Tara and Literatura si Arta have been financed for 
years by the state budget of neighbouring Romania. 
For example, in 2000 Literatura si Arta received 0.75 
billion lei (£13,000) as did another hate rag, Glasul 


e 


aa 
photgv. Korcimari 


Natiunii (Voice of the Nation). By 2004 financial support 
for Literatura si Arta had risen to 1.5 billion leiwhile 
Glasul Natiunii received 1.2 billion lei. Searchlight has 
copies of the Romanian state documents that prove this. 

The funding is provided despite the fact that few 
political forces in today’s Romania, with the possible 
exception of the extreme right-wing Romania Mare 
(Greater Romania) party, can realistically believe in 
annexation of a neighbouring state. One suspects that 
many ordinary Romanians would prefer spending 
these vast sums on improving social conditions in 
their still very poor country instead of filling the 
pockets of the bosses of the radical nationalist 
movement in Moldova. 

“The lack of centrist forces in contemporary Moldovan 
politics today means that for many people who reject the 
nationalist ideology of the PPCD and see it as a serious 
threat the Communist Party appears as the only 
alternative,” comments Dr Alla Skvortova, a human rights 
researcher. “Events in Moldova since the beginning of 
2002 have led to a polarisation of the political spectrum 
and to the weakening of moderate social democratic 
parties”, explains Natalia Sineaeva, editor of the Chisinau- 
based youth anti-fascist magazine Collage. 

President Vladimir Voronin has made some efforts to 
extend his support beyond the old-school Communist 
Party and to build a wider centre-left alliance. 
This accounts for the presence of young democratically 
minded intellectuals such as Mark Tkachuk and 
Alexander Petkov among his advisers. 

Since 2002 the PPCD has staged numerous mass 
demonstrations calling for Voronin’s dismissal. 
Its leadership has increasingly evoked the discourse of 
European integration, human rights and democracy 
and expressed its support for Moldovan membership 
of Nato. But the extremist nature of the party has not 
been lost on more informed international observers. 
According to a regional news service, Transitions On- 
Line, during her two years in Chisinau the former US 
ambassador to Moldova, Pamela Hyde Smith, never 
invited the leaders of the PPCD to the embassy. 

Characteristically, she met them elsewhere, in 
February 2003, but only at the request of a visiting White 
House official. In September 2003 the US State 
Department organised a conference in Washington DC 
for the incoming US ambassador, Heather Hodges. 
There an American government official 
openly called the PPCD chairman Rosca 
an “awful human being”. Other officials 
repeated the assertion that the PPCD are 
“extremists”. The US embassy in Chisinau 
told an inquiring US government official that 
the PPCD “is associated with specific acts 
of violence”. 

While the PPCD has slightly toned down its 
xenophobic propaganda, there are fears that a 
new nationalist group further to the right may 
now emerge. “Rosca is not a real patriot. He is 
a puppet of the KGB,” asserted the young 
nationalist on the bus, adding, “There is time 
now for the real patriots to take action’. 

Trombitsky estimates at about 500 the 
number of young radicals who are ready to 
be active in an organisation with a more 
hardline nationalist programme. A new wave 
of violent confrontation could follow. 


M Next month we continue our Eastern 
Europe special with a feature on Russia 
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Viaams Blok is 
racist and criminal 


Wim Haelsterman for AFF-Verzet/CAF- 
Résistances in Brussels 


THE DECISION by the Belgian Court of Appeal that the 
Vlaams Blok (VB) is racist could have nasty 
consequences for the “family friendly” and “respectable” 
image the party has been touting. 

The court in Ghent found the extreme-right party guilty 
of inciting racism, discrimination and segregation at the 
end of a much-publicised case, brought by the Belgian 
government’s anti-racist institute and the Belgian branch 


TWO NAZI BANDS that call for “total genocide” played 
at a black metal concert in a village youth centre near 
the Belgian border amid displays of SS symbols, nazi 
merchandise and racist chanting. 

The rock music festival titled Black Metal Blitzkrieg 
was organised by the New Era Productions music label 
Hip) bjt Celsl be selerety Jehteelatoyvcsary oye! 1W4 Avolale AQel aleyenti eterna) 
and Seigneur Voland, two of the six bands in the line-up, 
are part of the fascist National Socialist Black Metal 
(NSBM) underworld. The bands performed, one of them 
under a false name, despite strong protests from anti- 
HE Cesryiyctavel (ore | orelu aval tle) ac, 

The festival organisers had cancelled the two French 
nazi bands after Anti-Fascist Action (AFA) issued a press 
statement, but later decided to sneak them in. 

Chants of “White Power!” from around 50 NSBM fans 
among the 150-strong audience greeted the appearance of 
Kaiser Wodhanasz, the lead singer of Ad Hominem. 
HE Wottiaatere! date crliueslaleye, wien(cve)| eji dare orvalelcy evceslelogs 
Riefemtce Eval feniaay ertelven sie Quieli, Qielen cles 
‘Eshirts emblazoned with the SS Death’s Head. 

Behind the stage was a flag with the so-called Black 
Sun, the 12-armed swastika symbol favoured by the SS, 
while two stands touted an assortment of nazi 
merchandise, including CDs by bands such as the 





of the Human Rights League, against the three 
organisations that form the VB’s_ organisational 
backbone. The historic decision to convict the party 
came after four years of deliberation and resulted in 
fines of £8,500 for each of the organisations. The party 
also risks losing state funding for one year, as this 
support is dependent on keeping a clean sheet legally. 

During the judge’s reading of the decision, members of 
the VB’s leadership ostentatiously stomped out of the 
court. The party has appealed but it is unlikely that the 
Court of Cassation, Belgium’s supreme court, will 
overturn the verdict. Nevertheless, the appeal meant the 
sentence was temporarily suspended, which allowed 
the VB to contest the June election. 

The Appeal Court hearing was the third time the case 
had come to court. In 2001 and 2003, two courts in 
Brussels refused to consider it on the grounds that they 
were “not competent” to deal with what they termed 
“a political offence”. In November 2003, however, the 
Court of Cassation overruled these decisions and 
ordered a full retrial in Ghent. 

The three VB organisations involved are the NOS 
(Nationalist Broadcasting Foundation), the NVI. 
(Nationalist Training Institute) and the VC (Flemish 


German NSBM outfit Absurd. During the concert, a 
section of the crowd, who consisted of Belgians, 
Germans and Dutch people, bawled for “Auschwitz 
Rules!” a song from Ad Hominem’s album Planet ZOG - 
The End. 

ZOG, which stands for Zionist Occupation — 
Government, is a term used by fascist and nazi groups to 
indicate alleged Jewish world domination but the band’s 
German record label evidently thought it wiser to 
shorten the song title to “A. rules’. Indeed, Wodhanasz 
admits in an interview on a website “dedicated to dark 
Evatm iietlu svete: otal: \iycly claceluucse(cre| ne) a-hyeytal jelxele) ieee: 
with ZOG’. 

Problems or not, the concert’ hosts were apparently 
not disconcerted by the scum under their roof. 
Amember of the youth centre's committee later claimed 
that the lyrics “had nothing to do with the annihilation 
of humans, but were about the band itself”. 

The words, however, prove otherwise: 

The proof of your decay, Auschwitz didn't go away. 

You will know the agony of your carnal hypocrisy. 

Burn in the flames of hatred; be forgotten in the 

sphere of silence. 

Forever now you will be nothing but an empty 
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Concentration). The NOS produces the radio and 
television programmes that the party broadcasts to the 
Flemish-speaking community in Belgium on the public 
broadcasting network. Until the end of 2001, every 
party represented in the Belgian federal parliament was 
entitled to a “special programme” on public radio and 
television, approximately once a month, to broadcast 
its views. 


The NVI organises education and training for 


VB activists and officials. It also organises an annual 
“summer university” for the party’s youth section. 
The VC’s function is to receive and administer the 


VB’s payments from the state. 


Guns, drugs and killing 
Two recent incidents have exposed the true criminal 
nature of the VB even more than the Ghent verdict. 
Marc Nullens, 43, a local councillor for the party in 
Dilsen-Stokkem, in the province of Limburg, was 
arrested for selling drugs in his pub, which was home to 
a lucrative traffic in speed and Ecstasy tablets. 
Nullens ran his drug dealing with the help of a gang 
that included a person with an Arab background, despite 
representing a party that wants no less than the 























Auschwitz rules over the Torah, 

Auschwitz rules over the Koran, 

Auschwitz rules over the Bible, 

Auschwitz rules over you bastards. 

In interviews, Ad Hominem’s members make it crystal 
clear how they think: “Ad Hominem supports the values 
ivotclmofcrorctentcunVatjio) (oe lunmboremuatemNE:VAlsncredtantsi eM @rc)uaetcUaNA 
Our message is clear and simple: a total genocide to 
clean the earth. In our eyes this is the only solution.” 

They do not want immigrants and Jews to be 
integrated in French society, declaring, “They are 
strangers to us and we don't want them here ... But we 
are not the state power, because the state is based on 
Zionism and that’s why we can't change it.” 

The other band, Seigneur Voland, is more or less the 
successor of a band called Kristallnacht, well known 
among fascists mainly because of the criminal actions of 
its members who have convictions for spreading fascist 
jejuojercteccuavatccctatelrelsirerel clap eteaes reyi( sion 

Laurent Franchet, a guitarist in Seigneur Voland, 
makes no secret of his fascist and antisemitic views. 
In interviews with NSBM magazines such as Warfare, 
Strength Through War and Hordes du Chaos, he emits his 
hatred of Jews, foreigners, Arabs and communists, and 
jajecutrery ueles who) leclolsy elcstaluleel Jelieoeelam bei |e 
ordered hideous tortures to be used on Jews and 
communists. Not surprisingly Franchet also adores the 
terrorists of Hamas even though, in his eyes, they are 
io iavichaleye ofere) 8) (om 

With its music Seigneur Voland distributes a leaflet 
that declares: “Total genocide to: the armed ZOG and all 
authorities that will get this record during searches ... 
the n****r from Nice who bought our stuff (don't listen 
to us any more, stupid monkey! Burn the T-shirt with 
you inside)’. 

One of band’s CDs is called Antisemite and its lyrics 


Bude clofe ele erlugee! cie(el iorcusiejer| ele ttinys \elce) (orca 
On a compilation CD, the band sings about “when 
the swastika stars light up in heaven. 

New Era Productions has had links with nazis betore 
Based in Maastricht, the label is run by Remco Mettrop 
and Jeroen Valkenburg. Both are good friends of Jasper 








wholesale deportation of immigrants and asylum- 
seekers. During their investigation, the police also found 
illegal weapons at Nullens’s premises. 

A few days later, Wim Felix, a VB councillor in Sint- 
Gillis Waas, near Antwerp, killed one person and severely 
wounded three others in a fight in a local pub. Felix, 24, 
pulled out a gun and fired ten shots. One of his victims 
lost an eye. The VB councillor apparently tried to escape 
after the shooting but was quickly arrested by police. 

The pub where the incident occurred is known as a 
skinhead hangout. According to his colleagues on the 
council, Felix had a reputation as a drug dealer active in 
both Belgium and the Netherlands. This may explain why 
he seldom fulfilled his responsibilities as a councillor. 

The VB’s solarium-browned president Frank Vanhecke 
described the Nullens and Felix cases as “rather 
annoying” and promised to expel both men from the 
party. He refused, however, to talk about them during 
the VB’s conference in Ghent on 23 May, “out of respect 
for all the victims”, he claimed. 

Both episodes, which received much media attention, 
are very bad news for the “law and order” and “anti- 
drugs” party. One of the VB’s election slogans for June 
was, “Less criminality, more Flanders”. 










Velzel, drummer with the Dutch fascist band Brigade M ___ Sieg-heiling 
and former owner of the convicted fascist record label, audience in 
Berzerker Records (see Searchlight August 2002).  Pazzop youth 


Mettrop was, for a while, a stand-in guitarist for Brigade centre, Bladel 
IVC tate) avo) oycrctusy (ogy date) rey (csg (ole 21 @)D) dette byutet-(elcy NY) 
made with the German fascist bands Stromschlag and 
Schutt & Asche. 

He also organised a concert in 1998 in Geleen, in the 
south of the Netherlands, featuring the fascist Dutch 
band Holocaust. Mettrop and Valkenburg also write for 
New Era Magazine, to which the Belgian nazi Daniel 
WDYovurer-iu sts 1 (erejetauiojtiuee (Blolitoae oiierel vo) Celljeuiojtig eee 
NSBM magazine Einsatzkommando Zine, a rag full of 
Nuleute)ite terferectelel cleluryaealiu(e elae)ercrertacery 

Although AFA passed all this information to the youth 
centre and the local press, the bands were still allowed to 
felsrutoveen \iulea) tet cecil dete walks els elle (eli elo gales 
openly fascist concerts ever staged at a public venue 
in the Netherlands, a venue subsidised by alelejie ee(eeray, 
Yet the people who arranged the concert still work at the 
youth centre. 

The last words in this matter tae not yet been said — 
anti-fascists will see to that. 


Mussolini conquers Strasbourg 
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By Alfio Bernabei 


ITALY’S THREE best known openly fascist parties won 
around 700,000 votes (2%) and managed to send two MPs 
to the European parliament. Alessandra Mussolini, the 
Duce’s granddaughter, will represent Alternativa Sociale 
and Luca Romagnoli, a close associate of Jean-Marie 
Le Pen, Fiamma Tricolore. Alternativa Sociale, headed by 
Mussolini, won 398,036 votes (1.2%) and Fiamma 
Tricolore polled 236,016 votes (0.7%). A third party named 
after Pino Rauti, the veteran fascist leader who was tried on 
terrorist charges, managed only 46,827 votes (0.1%). 

As for Alleanza Nazionale, which has many fascists among 
its members, it scored 11.5% and will send nine MEPs to 
Strasbourg. The AN is led by the deputy Prime Minister 
Gianfranco Fini, who until 1995 was secretary-general of 
Italy’s main fascist party, Movimento Sociale Italiano (MSI), 

Should the extreme right decide to form its own grouping in 
the European parliament it is more than likely that Italy’s two 
openly fascist MEPs would join the League of Polish Families, 
the French Front National, the Belgian Vlaams Blok, the 
Austrian FPO and the Greek LAOS. 

For the purpose of these elections Italy was divided into 
five regions, plus a separate constituency for Italians who 
live abroad. The fascist vote was weakest in the north. 
Alternativa Sociale scored just 0.6% in Trentino and less 
than 1% in Emilia-Romagna and Tuscany, the so-called “red 
belt”, but reached 1.4% in the Marche, in central Italy, and 
2.2% in the Lazio region, the area around Rome. In southern 
Italy it got an average 1.3%. 

Ironically though, it was among Italians living abroad that 
the fascists scored best with Alternativa Sociale on 1.5% 
and Fiamma Tricolore on nearly 2%. This may have 
something to do with the fact the Minister for the Italians 
abroad in Silvio Berlusconi’s government is Mirko Tremaglia, 
well known as a former member of Benito Mussolini’s Salo 
Republic, who recently said that he would never regret his 
past political choices. Tremaglia never misses an opportunity 
to pay visits to the community of millions of Italians abroad 
and has successfully revived the idea of “a second Italy 
overseas”, which was so popular under fascism. 

Numerically the fascists, not counting those within AN, 
got more votes than in 1999 when the main openly fascist 
party that put up candidates was Movimento Sociale 
Tricolore. It won 496,000 votes (1.6%). The novelty in 
2004 was Alternativa Sociale. This is the cartel formed 
towards the end of last year when Mussolini left AN in 
protest at Fini’s visit to Israel and comments he made 
criticising certain aspects of fascism. La Mussolini set up 
her own faction called Liberta d’Azione and soon afterwards 
joined forces with Roberto Fiore’s Forza Nuova and Adriano 
Tilgher’s Fronte Sociale Nazionale. 

Because she bears the same name as the dictator she 
was immediately identified as the group’s leading figure. 
She banked on her experience as a seasoned politician with 
Fini’s party and on her fame, gained through regular 
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appearances in television chat shows, to offer Fiore and 
Tilgher an opportunity to lift themselves out or relative 
obscurity and catapult their names into every home. If her 
objectives were to maximise the chances of fascists making 
themselves heard at election time and give Fiore in 
particular a degree of legitimacy that he could never have 
dreamed of without her help, she succeeded to a degree. 
Her grandfather would have been proud. 

In exchange for her help, Fiore and Tilgher agreed that if 
Alternativa Sociale managed to win enough votes to send 
an MP to the European parliament, she would be the best 
representative. And so it is that Mussolini will now sit in 
Strasbourg. No doubt she will be visited there by both 
Tilgher and Fiore, the latter being the former fugitive from 
justice who escaped from Italy and never spent a day in jail, 
in spite of a nine-and-a-half year sentence for belonging to 
a subversive fascist organisation. 

Mussolini had less success in the local elections held at 
the same time as the European elections. She stood for 
president in the Latina province near Rome, but got only 
4.2%. Fiore stood for a similar office in Naples but received 
only 0.8%, slightly less than the Fiamma Tricolore candidate 
who got 1%. These dismal figures were not for lack of trying. 
In central Italy, Alternativa Sociale tried particularly hard to 
make an impact in the council and mayoral elections, 
fielding 46 candidates for the Bologna municipality alone, 
but one of its key representatives only got 1.2% of the votes. 
The new mayor of Bologna Sergio Cofferati, the former trade 
unionist, promised in his election manifesto that if elected 
he would veto public demonstrations by the fascists. 

The fascists’ campaign was not without tricks to attract 
the maximum of media attention. For their closing 
speeches Mussolini, Fiore and Tilgher chose Salo, the town 
by lake Garda where after the Armistice of 1943 Benito 
Mussolini set up the Repubblica Sociale Italiana (RSI) with 
the help of Adolf Hitler. The choice of this town was meant 
to demonstrate that in spite of laws banning the rebirth of 
the fascist party, a de facto fascist party is up and running. 

Some violent incidents took place in the run-up to the 
elections. Members of Fiore’s Forza Nuova were reported 
to have been behind an attack in which a youth was knifed 
in Rome. The victim was attacked outside an office of the 
Party of the Left. In a telephone call to a news agency a 
man’s voice was heard claiming responsibility, ending with 
the words “Sono fascista, viva il Duce!” (| am a fascist, 
long live Mussolini). 
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| THE LIES 
| OF PAT 
HARRINGTON 
At a public meeting of party 
activists and supporters on 
May 13, French National Front 
leader Jean-Marie Le Pen 
introduced the NF’s 81 
candidates for the European 
elections. Widely predicted to 
collect up to 14% of the poll in 
some areas, the party has 
adopted as its campaign 
slogan “A national opposition 
front for a Europe of the 
Fatherlands” — which has 
distinct Gaullist overtones to it. 
The slogan of the ae rally — The National Front for Europe and the 
Fatherland — was launched by party secretary Jean-Pierre Stirbois. 
Ten young women, wearing the new tee-shirt, performed a lap of honour... 
Attacks on immigrants and references to former ‘paras’ (French 
paratroops who fought Algerian independence) were greeted with 
thunderous applause before the rally ended with the symbolic waving 
of European flags by the ten tee-shirted females and the singing of 
the Marseillaise. 
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DONE A x The influence of Silvio 
Berlusconi's fascist coalition 

ENOUGH partner, the Alleanza Nazionale 

SAID (AN), now permeates the 

NOW 

FOR 


entire Berlusconi government. 
Its representatives appear in 

GOVERNMENT 

ACTION 


every single ministry at 
one level or another, from 
ministerial positions with 
cabinet status to state 
secretaryships and junior 
posts. 

The key strategic ministries, 
defence, transport, com- 
munications and agriculture, are all under effective fascist control, while 
other ministries charged with ideological functions — education and heritage 
— also have heavy fascist implantation. 

The latest appointment to demonstrate the AN’s pre-eminent role is that 
of Mirko Tremaglio, the blackshirt volunteer who fought to the last for 
Mussolini’s blackshirt Salo Republic at the end of the Second World War. 
Tremaglio, a stalking horse for the fascists’ territorial demands in Dalmatia, 
was already an undersecretary for defence in the Berlusconi government, 
but has now consolidated his position by being appointed to head the 
Italian parliament’s Foreign Affairs Committee. 
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